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Christianity vs Communism 


The Christian ideology which has traditionally undergirded the 
American way of life is in complete opposition to the ideology which 
undergirds Communism. The American ideology starts with God as the 
First Cause. Communism starts with matter. The Christian way holds 
that man was made in the moral image of God; the communist believes 
that man is a historical accident. The Christian way believes that life is 
ordered by God and that man is a moral being whose choices affect the 
history of man; Communism believes that man is the creature of blind 
mechanical forces, operating in an undeviating dialectical pattern. Chris- 
tianity believes in an absolute and divinely-given ethical and moral system 
flowing from a holy and righteous God; Communism believes in a rela- 
tivistic system of ethics and morality which knows no higher law than the 
end justifies the means. Christianity believes in the moral dignity and 
worth of the individual before God and among men; Communism believes 
in the expendability of man and his necessary subservience to the state. 
Christianity believes that the state was made for man; Communism 
believes that man was made for the state. 





—L. NELSON BELL 





The Episcopalians, in their triennial 
General Convention, have overwhel- 
mingly endorsed the Blake-Pike plan 
of Church union in principle. Now 
the enthusiasm of the Episcopalians 
is of a different order from the en- 
thusiasm of the United Presbyterians. 
The Presbyterians seem willing to go 
anywhere with anybody on any terms. 
The Episcopalians expect to spell out 
the terms. They told their negotiating 
committee to conduct the conversations 
strictly on the basis of the Chicago 
and Lambeth “quadrilaterals.” This 
means that any merger in which the 
Episcopalians take part will be Epis- 
copal, according to the classic tradi- 
tions of the Church (as in India and 
Ceylon). People like that we can 
respect. 





Along the same vein, Robert C. 
Meek, Mobile, Ala., has sent us copies 
of Scottish newspapers in which the 
controversy continues, hot and heavy, 
over a proposed visit to the Pope by 
the Moderator of the Church of Scot- 
land. The Moderator told the General 
Assembly that he wanted to go and 
the Assembly appointed a committee 
to study the proprieties. Several pres- 
byteries have since told the Moderator 
to stay out of the Vatican when he 
visits Rome later this year. As in 
America, however, Scotland has nu- 
merous churchmen who think that the 
“demands of reconciliation” will not 
be met until the Presbyterian Church 
holds out the olive branch to the 
Church of Rome. 





We would remind our readers that 
some time ago we managed to get our 
hands on the last copies in existence 
of Wade C. Smith’s Testament for 
Fishers for Men, in the leather-bound, 
$6.50 edition. We offered one free 
for ten new subscriptions, or an every- 
family plan placed in effect. 


Sunday School classes are still tak- 
ing advantage of our offer of free 
copies of the Journal for every mem- 
ber of any class actually using the 
Journal lessons . . . for one month. 





It is always at the tree loaded with 
fruit that men throw stones.—Spur- 
GEON. 
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NEWS OF RELIGION 





AROUND THE WORLD 


JAPAN—There have been floods in 
this part of the world, and we did 
not altogether escape the effects of 
them. A recent flood in our area 
brought water into our yard and to 
the entrance-way of the house, but 
did not actually inundate the house 
itself. We were gone on a trip at the 
time and when we returned the 
neighbors (not Christians) had volun- 
tarily cleaned up the yard and the 
garage, and erased the signs of flood 
from around the house. Surely this 
is evidence that our testimony in this 
land is having its effect, although 
this effect is not always outwardly 
measurable. 


Following the flood, damages were 
paid by the government. The dam- 
ages were calculated on the depth 
of the water (a homeowner who had 
water to the ceiling was paid more 
than a homeowner who had water 
half-way up the wall), pro-rated over 
the total number of families suffering 
damage. 


We were paid damages because the 
flood reached into our yard, although 
there was no loss of anything in the 
house itself. To have refused would 
have created misunderstandings and 
further complications involving “face,” 
so we accepted our share of the 
reparations paid. The total of our 
proportionate share came to a cash 
grant amounting to 135 yen (about 
30c) and 4 onions and 1 sausage. 
There is an integrity about the Japa- 
nese way which, though not Christian 
and more for the sake of “face” and 
national prestige than of the spirit, 
is nevertheless impressive to those 
who do not know these people. 


—(Rev.) Harold Borchert 





Oh God, Thou hast made us for Thy- 
self, and our hearts find no rest until 
they rest in Thee.—AUGUSTINE. 
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Continuing Group Wins Miami Property 


MIAMI BEACH, Fla.—An eight-year court battle over custody of church 
property has been decided in favor of a minority group and against the 
majority of a congregation which withdrew from the Presbyterian Church, US. 


The Supreme Court of Florida has 
recently ruled that the property of 
the First Presbyterian Church of 
Miami Beach rightfully belonged to 
that minority in the congregation 
which did not withdraw when the 
church in 1954 left the denomination. 
The court ruled by referring the mat- 
ter back to the Court of Appeals, 
thus supporting the decision of the 
latter. 


At no time during the test case did 
the Presbytery of jurisdiction (Ever- 
glades) claim ownership of the prop- 
erty. However the Presbytery did 
join as a partner in the suit which 
was entered in the name of Mrs. P. L. 
Wilson, a bonafide member of the 
former congregation. 


Under Presbyterian, US, Church 
law, the property of a church belongs 
to the congregation and not to the 
denomination. As a member of the 
continuing minority, Mrs. Wilson rep- 
resented the rights of the congrega- 
tion before the courts and the decision 
turned largely upon the fact that there 
was a continuing congregation of the 
church. 


Following the 1954 secession of a 
majority of the congregation, setting 
up the Independent Presbyterian 
Church of Miami Beach, the Presby- 
tery asked Dr. Daniel Iverson, retired 
pastor of the Shenandoah church, to 
reactivate the First Presbyterian 
Church. The independent group took 
the property but suit was immediately 
entered on behalf of the continuing 
congregation which today numbers 
some 38 out of a membership before 
the suit of some 290. 


(Editor’s mnote—Property owner- 
ship in the UPUSA (Northern Pres- 
byterian) Church is determined on 
another basis. The denomination claims 
ownership, not only of present pro- 
perty but even of property which has 
never actually been under the jurisdic- 
tion of the denomination: see Editorial, 
p. 10.) 





Ex-UN President Hits 
US Attitude on Reds 


MEMPHIS, Tenn. (RNS) — Dr. 
Charles Malik, former president of 
the United Nations General Assem- 
bly, criticized here America’s “business 
as usual” attitude toward what he 
called the “total challenge” of Com- 
munism. In a speech to some 5,500 
men at the National Conference of 
Southern Baptist Men, Dr. Malik said 
there are still many influential people 
who preach ‘peaceful coexistence’ and 
appear to be prepared to settle for 
peace at any price.. .” 


“The awakening may have come too 
late,” he said. 


Discussing the role of the Church in 
this crisis, Dr. Malik, now a professor 
at American University in Washing- 
ton, D. C., said the Church should 
“fire the spirit to new heights of vis- 
ion, daring, and being. . .” 


“The Church is neither Western nor 
Eastern, Aryan nor Slav, capitalist 
nor proletarian, white nor colored, 
African nor American,” he said. “She 
has a separate realm of her own and 
should maintain her independence of 
all worldly fortunes and all kingdoms 
of the world.” 


In a press conference before his 
speech, Dr. Malik criticized the con- 
ference for not devoting more time to 
challenges posed by Communism. He 
said he had hoped they would devote 
“at least five hours in a concentrated 
effort to find a solution to the dilem- 
ma we are in.” 


Dr. Malik called the Peace Corps “a 
response of a great country with a 
guilty conscience. But it cannot do 
the job. I pray for them, but what’s 
a handful of youngsters compared to 
40 million dedicated Communists.” 


He also charged the United States 
with having a “hush, hush attitude” 
toward Communism. 


. 1961 





Episcopalians Endorse Blake-Pike Talks 


DETROIT— Episcopalians, in their 
triennial General Convention here, 
have given the green light to the Blake- 
Pike plan of Church union and a num- 
ber of other union suggestions, but 
they have not indicated a willingness 
to give up any of their denomina- 
tional distinctives. 


The House of Bishops approved 
Blake-Pike negotiations first, adding 
some restrictions to insure that the 
resulting Church would retain Episco- 
palian characteristics. The House of 
Deputies, which includes laymen and 
clergy, added other conditions to in- 
sure continuity. Both houses demand- 
ed that the apostolic succession will 
be recognized and continued. 


The convention also gave its en- 
dorsement to the new united Church 
of Ceylon. It includes Anglicans, 
Baptists, Methodists and Presbyte- 
rians in a merger which has turned 
essentially Episcopalian. 


The bishops also voted to enter 
full inter-communion with the Philip- 
pine Independent Church, the Spanish 
Reformed Church and the Lusitanian 
Church in Portugal. This action per- 
mits clergymen of each denomination 
to conduct Holy Communion at one 
another’s altars and allows members 
of each body to receive sacraments 
from the other group’s clergy. 


In safeguarding still another of 
their traditions, the House of Deputies 








City Fathers Indicted 
After Cleanup Campaign 


NEWPORT, Ky. (RNS) — Almost 
the entire city administration of this 


vice-infested city has been indicted 
by a county grand jury in an unpre- 
cendented drive on crime that saw pub- 
lic officials charged with collusion in 
the operation of gambling syndicates 
and organized prostitution. Camp- 
bell County’s grand jury returned in- 
dictments against 3 Newport officials 
charged with conspiracy to obstruct 
justice and to permit widespread vice. 


The grand jury thus met a “dead- 
line” it did not know existed — the 
deadline when an aroused Protestant 
clergy, banded together to fight a 
gambling - prostitution syndicate, was 
to produce results or get out of the 
crime-fighting business. 


After long months of investigation, 
the Newport Ministerial Association 


voted down an attempt to allow wom- 
en delegates. Also defeated was a 
move to remove “Protestant” from 
the official name of the denomina- 
tion. 


For the second time in its history, 
the House of Delegates elected a lay- 
man as president. He is Clifford 
Phelps Morehouse of Katonah, N. Y., 
an official of the firm which publishes 
denominational literature and former 
delegate to a number of ecumenical 
meetings. 


‘Ignorance’ Hit 
DETROIT, Mich. — Distribution 


of a report on the National Coun- 
cil of Churches almost threw the 
Protestant Episcopal General Con- 
vention into turmoil here. Dr. 
James W. Kennedy of New York, 
the 
commission on ecumenical relations, 
mounted the platform to decry dis- 
tribution of the St. Mark’s Vestry 
Committee Report (from Shreve- 
port, La.). It calls for the denomi- 
nation’s withdrawal from NCC. He 
said some the 
NCC stem from “ignorance” and 
are caused by “deliberate intent.” 
Obviously referring to the fact that 
most of the St. Mark’s report quotes 
NCC documents and officials, he 
said: “ . the evidence was re- 
corded to give a biased slant.” 


secretary of denomination’s 


“confusions” on 





on Sept. 12, 1960, after futile prod- 
ding of local, county and state of- 
ficials, said it would try to oust the 
racketeers and their consorts within 
a year, or quit. On Sept. 13, 1961— 
a year and a day after that vow — 
the grand jury indicted Newport’s 
mayor, Ralph Mussman; City Man- 
ager Oscar Hesch; three city commis- 
sioners; a police chief who had retired 
under fire; a retired detective, and six 
patrolmen. 


Much of the evidence weighed by 
the grand jury had been developed 
by the city’s ministers — much of it 
had gone to Gov. Bert T. Combs, who 
had sent Kentucky probers into the 
community to question police officials. 





The principles now implanted in thy 
bosom will grow, and one day reach 
maturity; and in that maturity thou 
wilt find thy heaven or thy hell. — 
THOMAS. 


Philadelphia Crusade 
Sets Decision Record 


PHILADELPHIA — The most cop. 
centrated evangelistic effort in Chris. | 
tian history began and ended here oy 
a September Sunday. The month. 
long Billy Graham Greater Philadel. 
phia Crusade ended, with a total at. 
tendance of nearly 630,000 and 16. 
244 recorded decisions for Christ— 
the largest number in any of Dr } 
Graham’s month-long U. S. crusades, # 


As the meetings ended, video tapes | 
of eight of the services were shown jn 
63 cities in what Dr. Graham called 
“the biggest evangelistic effort in his. | 
tory.” The hour-long programs from 
Philadelphia were telecast on eight | 
succesive nights at prime time to 4 
potential audience of millions. Some 
stations suggested that they would 
have more than the 630,000 total crv. 
sade attendance viewing one of their 
Graham telecasts. 


The nationwide television crusade 
was entirely a “venture of faith,” 
the evangelist said. It cost in the 
neighborhood of $500,000. Offerings 
at the two largest Sunday meetings 
here were earmarked by the local 
crusade committee for the TV presen- 
tation. 


Among hundreds of volunteer work- 
ers in the Philadelphia crusade were 
14 students from Columbia (Presby- 
terian) Theological Seminary, De- 
catur, Ga., and from Fuller Seminary, 
Pasadena, Cal. 


Donald L. Munson of Chattanooga, 
who headed the first delegation from 
Columbia to help at a Graham meet- 
ing, was led to the ministry through 
a Bible study group founded as a part 
of the followup of the 1953 Chat- 
tanooga Crusade. Dr. Graham has 
often said the full impact of a crv- 
sade can not be evaluated for eight 
or ten years. 





Extension Continued 


HARTFORD, Conn. (RNS) — The 
Southern Baptist Convention has or- 
ganized its first church in Connecti- 
cut here. It has 51 charter members 
and for 23 months existed only as 4 
mission. Southern Baptist work be 
gan in the northeastern states in 1957 
and an association, today comprising 
some 30 churches, was formed in the 
spring of 1960. 
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A look at a problem existing on the presbytery and synod level — 


‘Equalization by Central Treasurers 


Several years ago the officers of one 
of the more prominent churches in the 
General Assembly felt that their peo- 
ple should be contributing more to- 
ward the all important work of spread- 
ing the Gospel throughout the world. 
They decided to do something about it. 
They held a World Missions Confer- 
ence at which some of our dedicated 
missionaries who were home on fur- 
lough told the people about their work 
and its needs. 


The Conference was a success. The 
people responded liberally to the chal- 
lenge and inereased their gifts to 
World Missions from a very nominal 
amount to approximately $12,000. 
They gave this money to help carry 
the “good news” to the unsaved mil- 
lions in mission fields served by the 
Church. 


Now, not many laymen in _ the 
Church know about or understand the 
operation of the “Equalization Fund” 
which each year takes money given to 
the Board of World Missions and the 
Roard of Annuities and Relief and re- 
distributes it to other agencies of the 
Church. Fewer still know of the so- 
called “equalization” that is carried 
out by some Central Treasurers. Most 
of the church members who gave this 
additional money at the World Mission 
Conference believed that every dollar 
of their increased gifts would go to- 
ward the expansion of the Church’s 
missionary effort. 


Let’s see what happened to that 
$12,000. When the Board of World 
Missions received it they were requir- 
ed to pay 5% into the Equalization 
Fund to be re-distributed to other 
boards and agencies of the Church. 
This $600, therefore was taken away 
from the cause for which it was given 
and applied to other causes. Now, to 
divert 5% of these funds given for a 
specific purpose and use the money for 


KENNETH S. KEYES 


other purposes is bad, but the worst 
is yet to come. Listen! 


The presbytery in which this church 
is located has a Central Treasurer who 
requires the boards and agencies to re- 
port back to him all gifts received 
direct from the churches. When the 
Board of World Missions reported the 
receipt of this $12,000 this Treasurer 
credited the gift to World Missions on 
his books against the share which the 
presbytery had allotted to World Mis- 
sions. Then during the remainder 
of the year he sent the Board of Mis- 
sions proportionately less from 
the benevolence gifts of other church- 
es than he would have sent them if 
they had not received this special gift 
of $12,000. 


I have been told that in the final 
analysis the raising of this $12,000 
only helped the World Missions pro- 
gram of the Church to the extent of 
approximately $4,000. Other causes 
for which the money was never in- 
tended received the benefit of approxi- 
mately $8,000 of the gifts. 


Let me see if I can make this clearer 
by an example! We'll assume that 
there are only four General Assembly 
benevolence causes and that the 
churches in Presbytery X in 1960 gave 
a total of $100,000 to four causes. 
Let’s say that the Presbytery’s bud- 
get calls for the Central Treasurer to 
distribute this $100,000 to the various 
causes as follows: 


Board of World Missions 
Cause A 
Cause B 
Cause C 


40% 
30% 
20% 
10% 


100% 


Now let’s assume that in 1961 sev- 
eral of the churches in Presbytery X 
decide to increase their support for 
World Missions. They hold special mis- 


sions conferences and confront their 
people with the need and the oppor- 
tunity. The people respond to the 
challenge and give $20,000 over and 
above the amount they gave in 1960, 
designating this $20,000 for World 
Missions. 


If the Central Treasurer of Presby- 
tery X is required by Presbytery’s 
Council to “equalize” all General As- 
sembly benevolence gifts at the pres- 
bytery level, he will probably send this 
particular $20,000 to the Board of 
World Missions as it is received but 
for his bookkeeping purposes he will 
simply add the $20,000 to the $100,000 
expected during the year for the four 
causes. He will then proceed to dis- 
tribute the entire $120,000 on the basis 
of the percentages set by Presbytery X. 


Board of World Missions will re- 
ceive 40% of the $120,000 or 
$48,000. Only $8,000 of the addi- 
tional $20,000 raised for World 
Missions will actually benefit the 
cause. 


Cause A will receive 30% of the 
$120,000 or $36,000. $6,000 of 
the $20,000 raised especially for 
World Missions has been diverted 
to it. 


Cause B will receive 20% of the 
$120,000 or $24,000. $4,000 of 
the $20,000 raised especially for 
World Missions has been divert- 
ed to it. 


Cause C will receive 10% of the 
$120,000 or $12,000. $2,000 of the 
$20,000 raised especially for World 
Missions has been diverted to it. 


The members of the churches who 
dug down deeper in their pockets in 
1961 and gave $20,000 more to World 
Missions than they gave in 1960 sure- 
ly believed that all of their $20,000 
would go toward spreading the Gos- 
pel in foreign lands. That’s what 


PAGE 5 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / OCTOBER 11, 1961 





they gave the money for. They 
thought that the Board of World Mis- 
sions would receive $60,000 in 1961 
instead of the $40,000. But because 
of the “equalization” carried out by 
the Central Treasurer, the Board of 
World Missions only received $48,000. 
$12,000 of the extra $20,000 was di- 
verted to other causes: 


Cause A received $6,000 more. 
Cause B received $4,000 more. 
Cause C received $2,000 more. 


This unfair and unjust system 
by which some Central Treas- 
urers are required to “equalize” 
the gifts of our people to the 
Church’s benevolences is simply 
not “playing square” with donors 
who give liberally of their means 
to certain causes in which they 
are especially interested. It is 
not only unethical — it is basical- 
ly dishonest to handle the ac- 
counts in such a way that money 
designated for a specific cause is, 
in effect, diverted and given to 
other causes. This would not be 
permitted in a business organiza- 
tion and it certainly should not 
be condoned in a Church organi- 
zation. 


Fifty-nine presbyteries now have 
Central Treasurers. Here is the list 
by Synods: ALABAMA — Birming- 
ham, East Alabama, Mobile, North Al- 
abama, Tuscaloosa. APPALACHIA— 
Abingdon, Asheville, Holston, Knox- 
ville. FLORIDA — Everglades, Flor- 
ida, St. Johns, Suwannee, Westmin- 
ster. GEORGIA — Athens, Atlanta, 
Augusta - Macon, Cherokee, Savan- 
nah, Southwest Georgia. KENTUCKY 
— Guerrant, Transylvania, Louisville, 
Muhlenberg. LOUISIANA — Louisi- 
ana, New Orleans, Red River. MIS- 
SISSIPPI — Central Mississippi, St. 
Andrews, South Mississippi. MIS- 
SOURI — Lafayette, Missouri, Poto- 
si, St. Louis, Upper Missouri. NORTH 
CAROLINA — Albemarle, Concord, 
Fayetteville, Granville, Kings Moun- 
tain, Mecklenburg, Orange, Wilming- 
ton, Winston-Salem. OKLAHOMA— 
Indian, Shawnee, Southwest Okla- 
homa. TENNESSEE — Columbia, 
Memphis, Nashville. TEXAS—North- 
east. VIRGINIA — Appomattox, 
Hanover, Lexington, Montgomery, 
Norfolk, Potomac, Winchester. 


Four Synods have Central Treas- 
urers — Arkansas, South Carolina, 
Texas and West Virginia. 


From the information that I have 
been able to obtain from various 


sources the following Central Treas- 
urers now require the boards to re- 
port all gifts received direct from 
the churches in their presbyteries 
(There are possibly others): FLOR- 
IDA — Florida, St. Johns, Westmin- 
ster; GEORGIA — Atlanta, Chero- 
kee, Southwest Georgia. 


Synod Central Treasurers who re- 
quire the boards to report direct gifts 
from churches are: ARKANSAS, 
SOUTH CAROLINA, TEXAS. 


It is possible that some of these 
Central Treasurers who require the 
boards to report the gifts from church- 
es may use this information for rec- 
ord only. But in most instances it 
can be reasonably assured that the 
information is being used to “equal- 
ize” the gifts in the manner outlined 
above. 


It is also entirely possible that some 
Central Treasurers who do not re- 
quire the boards to report these direct 
gifts may be adding the designated 
gifts to the undesignated and “equal- 
izing’ them based on presbytery es- 
tablished percentages. 


In one presbytery (not among those 
just listed) the gifts designated for 
World Missions from two large church- 
es provided practically all of the 
amount the presbytery had budgeted 
for World Missions. After the Cen- 
tral Treasurer had remitted these two 
designated gifts, he reduced the pro- 
portion from the other churches un- 
til the budgeted amount was reached. 
Thereafter he sent no more money 
to World Missions from undesignated 
gifts. The effect of this was to de- 
prive some congregations that gave 
their money for “benevolences” from 
having any part in the World Mis- 
sions effort. Their money went to 
the other causes of the Church. But 
they undoubtedly gave it fully expect- 
ing that World Missions would receive 
the percentage which had been bud- 
geted by the presbytery for that year. 
I am glad to report that the presby- 
tery has since changed this system. 


If your Presbytery or Synod has a 
Central Treasurer, you should find 
out whether or not he “equalizes” the 
designated and undesignated gifts at 
the Presbytery or Synod level. If he 
does follow this practice you should 
realize that when your gift is sent 
through your local church (regardless 
of how you designate it) the amount 
will be so credited on the books of 
the Central Treasurer that the net 
result will be to divide your money 


among all the benevolent causes a. 
cording to the percentages establishe; | 
by your Presbytery or :Synod. Yo f 
should urge your pastor and your Ses. i 
sion to take vigorous action to correct 
this situation at the presbytery 4 | 
synod level. 


If the Central Treasurer of yoy 
presbytery or synod “equalizes” 4) 
gifts, the only way you can be sure 
that 100% of your gift will benefit 


the cause for which you intend it js 
to send the money direct to the Boar | 
or Agency of your choice, tell them for 
what purpose it is to be spent an } 
stipulate that it is to be recorded as | 
an individual gift and is not to he 
eredited to your church or presbytery, 


Every individual giver should aly | 
realize that when he makes a gift | 
through his church to any Board or | 
Agency in which he is particularly jp. | 
terested 5% of the amount of that | 
gift has to be paid by the Board into i 
the Equalization Fund where it will | 
be redistributed to other agencies, | 
This 5% may not be paid from the 
gift itself. It may be paid from w. | 
designated funds. But the net result 
is the same. Only by sending this 
gift direct to the Board or Agency 
and stipulating that it is an individual 
gift and is not to be credited to the 
local church and that you want the 
money used for some specific purpose 
can the 5% deduction be avoided. 


Those who support the idea of 
“equalization” at the presbytery or 
synod level and the 5% Equalization 
Fund (which was explained and dis- 
cussed in the April 12, 1961, Journal) 
point out that year after year the 
Board of World Missions and the 
Board of Annuities and Relief receive 
in gifts a larger percentage of their 
Approved Budgets than other agencies 
which have lesser appeal. This is 
true but the fact that it is true does 
not justify the Church in approving 
a system that in effect takes money 
intended for these two causes and di- 
verts it to other causes for which 
the money was not intended. 


This problem of providing the neces- 
sary support for the agencies with 
lesser appeal is a serious one. Our 
Church must find a fair and equitable 
solution of it before the present 
“equalization” methods are allowed to 
undermine the stewardship program 
of our Church. 


The 1960 Assembly instructed the 
General Council to study and present 


(Cont. on p. 8, col. 3) 
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The second of two messages on the Cross — 


Lhe Circutt of The Cross 


The center of the Old Testament is 
the Suffering Servant. The center of 
the New Testament is the Suffering 
Son. The two are one, and the symbol 
of His passion is the cross. Redemp- 
tion, revelation and worship are cross- 
centered. If you are not cross-center- 
ed in your thinking, you are eccentric, 
out of center. 


The cross is first the School of the 
Prophet. Then, it is: 


ll. THE ALTAR OF THE PRIEST 


The letter to the Hebrews (Heb. 9- 
10) repeatedly refers to the priestly 
sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ up- 
on the cross. Bernard in his “Progress 
of Doctrine,” and Moule in his “Mes- 
sages from the Epistle to the He- 
brews”, call the cross an altar. These 
witnesses are sufficient authority for 
calling the cross an altar. While not 
in form an altar, it was in fact an 
altar, as the act performed there was 
truly a sacrifice. 


This view of the cross is the high- 
est possible. The death of Christ is 
sometimes called a crime, and a crime 
it was — a murder, almost a lynching. 
It is called a tragedy and it is proper- 
ly so styled. It is also characterized 
as a martyrdom. If it is true that the 
cause and the motive make the mar- 
tyr, then this is the martrydom par 
excellence; for no other ever gave his 
life for a cause so holy, with a motive 
so pure. 


In these views there is truth, but 
the heart of the matter is not in them. 
These ways of regarding Christ’s death 
imply that His life was taken away. 
His crucifixion had, indeed, the ap- 
pearance of a life taken away by force. 
But He gave himself up. When the 
multitude with swords and staves from 
the chief priest and elders of the peo- 


PART II 


ple came to arrest Him, He went out 
and gave Himself into their hands. 


As Joseph Parker has said, “It was 
eternally unfitting, impossible indeed, 
that such a One as He should be mere- 
ly killed. His death, if it were to have 
value, must be voluntary, not compul- 
sory; it must be by free choice and 
consent, and not by constraint.” And 
such it was; an act of self-surrender, 
self-sacrifice, self-devotion, spontan- 
eous and free. He himself said, “I 
have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it again.” 


Men lifted Him up, pierced Him, 
killed Him. What it was their will to 
do, it was His will to let them do. As 
done by His enemies, it was an act of 
wickedness; as done by Himself, it 
was a deed of religious devotion un- 
exampled. 


Calvary is the perfect thing of its 
kind. However you classify the death 
of Christ, it is the perfect example of 
its class. If you classify it as murder, 
it is the supreme instance. If you 
classify it as tragedy, it at once takes 
first place in that category. If you 
classify it as martyrdom, it holds easy 
primacy under that head. If you call 
it an act of worship, it is at once seen 
to transcend all other acts of that na- 
ture. 


For consider the Priest who officia- 
ted there. He is declared to be the 
Son of God, the Agent of creation and 
providence, the Heir of all things; an 
Eternal Priest, without beginning of 
life, without end of days: a Priest 
original, only, final, having no prede- 
cessor and no successor, a Priest roy- 
al, righteous, holy, undefiled, separate 
from sinners, made higher than the 
heavens! 


What offering would be worthy of 
such a High Priest, and what offering 


J. B. GREEN, D.D. 


would be adequate to the end in view, 
namely, the satisfaction of divine jus- 
tice, the purification of sins, the ob- 
taining of eternal redemption, and the 
bringing of many sons to glory? The 
offering must be of equal excellence 
and glory with the Offerer. 


For as this High Priest fulfills — 
“fills full” — in His person the whole 
idea of a priest, so must He in His 
work exhaust the whole purpose of 
priesthood. The priestly action must 
match the priestly Agent. This High 
Priest so august in His person, so 
glorious in His purpose, must have an 
altar and victim and sacrifice which 
shall abolish forever through their 
transcendent efficacy all others: all 
other priests, all other sacrifices, the 
whole object of mediation being ac- 
complished. 


Such an altar and such a sacrifice 
this High Priest had: the altar was 
the cross and the victim and sacrifice 
was Himself; an offering and sacri- 
fice to God for an odor of-a sweet 
savor. How shall we ever sing with 
becoming emotions of wonder, grati- 
tude, and praise, that grand hymn of 
Isaac Watts: 


When I survey the wondrous 
cross, 

On which the Prince of Glory 
died, 

My richest gain I count but 
loss, 

And pour contempt on all my 
pride. 


“Having then a great High Priest 
who hath passed through the heavens 
and having boldness to enter into the 
holy place by the blood of Jesus, by 
the way which He dedicated for us, a 
new, a living way, through the vail, 
that is to say, His flesh; and having 
a great high priest over the House -of 
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God; let us draw near with a true 
heart in fulness of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil con- 
science and having our bodies washed 
with pure water” Hebrews 10:19-22. 


In the things which we have been 
saying the chief point is this: We have 
a High Priest who went from a cross 
to a crown, who converted a cross of 
shame into a throne of glory. 


This leads me to speak of the third 
aspect of the cross: 


Ill. THE THRONE OF THE KING. 


Christ is King, as well as Prophet 
and Priest. His title to Kingship is an 
inheritance, a birthright; for He was 
of the seed royal. But His power of 
Kingship was an acquisition: He won 
it, earned it. The power of his media- 
torial Kingship was suspended on a 
condition which He fulfilled at the 
cross. “All power is given unto me,” 
He said. This he said after the cross, 
just before His ascension. ‘Worthy 
is the Lamb that hath been slain to 
receive the power” (Revelation 5:12). 


“The path of glory leads but to the 
grave.” The path of power for Christ 
led but to Golgotha. The way to the 
crown was by way of the cross. That 
is, His lifting up in suffering was, in 
effect, His rising to supremacy. Jesus 
rose to life not only, but to Lordship 
from the cross. 


Is there any Scripture for this? 
“And I, if I be lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all men unto me” 
(John 12:32). No lifting up, no draw- 
ing. His death instead of being His 
defeat, was the decisive battle of His 
campaign. It was from the cross that 
He expected to go to the conquest of 
the world. If lifted up in death, He 
would reign in power. 


In power over the devil. Under the 
shadow of the cross Jesus said, “Now 
is the judgment of this world, now 
shall the prince of this world be cast 
out” (John 12:31). To this end was 
the Son of God manifested that He 
might destroy the works of the devil 
(I John 3:8). He partook of flesh and 
blood that through death He might de- 
stroy not only the works of the devil, 
but the devil himself. And, further, 
that He might deliver all them who 
through fear of death were all their 
lifetime subject to bondage (Hebrews 
2:14-15). 


Three blessed fruits of the death on 
the cross: The destruction of the devil, 
the destruction of the devil’s works, 


A Personal Matter 


Salvation is a personal matter. 
There is no such thing as group re- 
demption. We each one, as respon- 
sible beings, must make the vital de- 
cision for himself, and even that is a 
work of grace, an operation of the 
Holy Spirit in the individual heart. 
Then the new-born babe in Christ be- 
comes a part of His Body, the Church. 
—L. NELSON BELL. 








and the deliverance of men from his 
power. 


But this is just the beginning of 
the consequence of the death on the 
cross. Listen to Paul in Philippians: 
“Being found in fashion as a man, He 
humbled himself, becoming obedient 
even unto death, yea, the death of the 
cross. Wherefore also God highly ex- 
halted Him, and gave Him the name 
which is above every name; that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven, and things 
on earth, and things under the earth; 
and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father” (Philippians 2:8- 
10). ? 


Look, Ye saints; the sight is 
glorious: 

See the Man of sorrows now; 

From the fight returned vic- 
torious, 

Kv’ry knee to Him shall bow: 

Crown Him! Crown Him! 

Crowns become the Victor's 
brow. 


The brow once crowned with thorns, 
is crowned with glory now. His sov- 
ereign sway is the sequel to His suf- 
ering. Christ on the cross is the mag- 
netic monarch of the spiritual King- 
dom of God. “Wherefore He is able 
to save unto the uttermost all who 
come unto God by Him” (Hebrews 
7:25). 


The cross then is not a conclusion 
leading to the sepulcher, it is the be- 
ginning of the enthronement leading 
to the everlasting dominion of Him 
who was crucified thereon: Prophet, 
Priest, King! 


* * * & *£ 


Dr. Green, a former Moderator of 
the Assembly and retired professor 
of Theology at Columbia Seminary, 
now lives in Avondale, Ga. 


EQUALIZATION—trom p. 6 


to a future Assembly a ‘plan looking 
toward even greater equalization. | 
also asked the Council to consider e. 
tablishing a Central Treasurer on the 
Assembly level through whom all be. 
nevolent gifts would be channelled and 
presumably “equalized.” It is expect. 
ed that the General Council will pro. 
pose some such plan to the 1962 Gep. 
eral Assembly. 


The plan should guarantee to every 
individual donor that all monies spe. 
cifically designated for the work of 
any board or agency of our Church. 
whether sent by the donor directly to 
the board or given throug”: their Jo. 
cal churches will be used solely for the 
work of the designated board. It 
should furthermore guarantee that the 
amount of the gifts so designated will 
not be used by central treasurers of 
presbyteries or synods in applying the 
percentages approved by the presby- 
tery or synod for the various causes 
of the Church. 


Any presbytery or synod has a per- 
fect right to establish each year in 
advance the percentage that each 
board or agency will receive from un- 
designated benevolence gifts and to 
distribute the wndesignated monies as 
received in accordance with the pre- 
determined percentages. But no pres- 
bytery or synod should be permitted 
to add the amounts which have been 
specifically designated for certain he- 
nevolence causes to the undesignated 
monies received and apply the presby- 
tery or synod percentages to the total 
amount so as to defeat the purpose 
of the donors who designate money 
for specific causes. 


If you are earnestly seeking to be 
faithful in your stewardship of the 
money God has entrusted to you, take 
time to investigate just how your own 
gifts to benevolences are being handled 
at the present time. Encourage your 
pastor and Session to take a definite 
stand on this matter and to let the 
General Council know their views. The 
time to speak up is NOW. 


The members of the General Coun- 
cil will be meeting soon to study this 
serious problem. They face a diffi- 
cult task and they need our prayers. 


* *+ * 


Mr. Keyes is an elder in the Shen- 


andoah church, Miami, Fla., and @ 
former member of the stewardship 
committee, the predecessor of the 


Presbyterian US General Council. 
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How can | afford to retire? 


That question is troubling many people today. For retirement takes 
money — more money than most people can find. Fortunately, there’s 
an answer — annuities, which guarantee a hetter-than-average income 
for life. 


Annuities written by our Board of World Missions are backed by the 
full faith and credit of this arm of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., and 
by a record of over fifty years in which not one annuity payment has 
failed to be made on time and in full. 


In addition, these annuities give you the Christian satisfaction of help- 
ing the Church to spread the Gospel to the far corners of the earth. 


Let us send you a copy of our booklet telling how the Annuity Gift 
Plan supports World Missions and provides a worthwhile income for 
you and for a loved one. 


Just address 





Boarp oF WORLD MISSIONS 
PresByYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
"To Foretgu Missions a Share” 
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DITORIALS 


A Parable of Three Deacons 


Now the Benevolences of the Pres- 
byterian Church, US, may be likened 
unto the experiences of three deacons. 
All were moved by their pastor’s 
stirring sermon on Christian steward- 
ship. They were particularly touched 
by an illustration based on a mission- 
ary’s account of how $300 a year 
would support a pioneer evangelist 
in an area where the Gospel had never 
been preached. Each determined to 
make an “extra” gift of $300. 


Deacon Brown at once sent his 
check for $300 to the church treas- 
urer to be forwarded to Presbytery’s 
treasurer. The latter, following the 
directives of various councils, diverted 
all but about $60.00 to numerous 
Presbytery, Synod and Assembly 
causes, as the Presbytery quota for 
Missions was already filled. Of the 
$60.00 that actually went to Mis- 
sions, 5% was further diverted to the 
Equalization Fund. 


Deacon Jones, learning of Brown’s 
experience, and knowing something of 
Central Treasurers, made out his 
check direct to a missionary he knew 
and whose work he wished to benefit. 
The missionary thanked Jones for his 
generosity but explained that a report 
of the same would have to be made 
to the treasurer of the Board of World 
Missions who would have to acknowl- 
edge receipt of the gift to the various 
councils anyhow. Furthermore, the 
treasurer of the Board would also 
have to deduct an equal $300 from 
funds already earmarked for the mis- 
sionary that Jones tried to help, so 
that the missionary would get the 
same amount he would have gotten 
had not Jones tried to help. 


Deacon Smith pondered the experi- 
ences of Brown and Jones and won- 
dered how he might make a gift that 
stood some chance of getting where 
he wanted it to go. While he was 
pondering, it came to pass that one 
day at Rotary luncheon he ran into 
good old Charlie, chairman of Pres- 
bytery’s Committee for Summer 
Camp-Grounds. Said Charlie, “Say, 
we’ve got a swell lake out at the 
camp, but too bad we don’t have a 


high diving tower . . . $1000 would 
do the job!” Smith promptly whipped 
out his checkbook and put up the full 
amount. The check cleared Presby- 
tery’s treasurer with nary a dime 
deducted for any other cause (not 
even the nearby orphanage). And 
the gleaming tower, with a metal 
plate announcing the donor, created 
quite a splash in the Presbytery. 


Now what think ye? Which of the 
three deacons succeeded best in obey- 
ing the prompting of the Holy Spirit 
to support a pioneer evangelist in his 
vital work? 


—Joe B. Hopper 





Stewardship and 
Equalization 


The foregoing “parable” came across 
our desk just as the excellent article 
by Mr. Keyes (p. 5) reached us and 
just as a special consultation got un- 
derway in Montreat, N. C., at the be- 
hest of the General Council, to study 
the possibility of increasing the equali- 
zation program in the handling of 
General Assembly benevolences. The 
consultation also took under advise- 
ment appointing a Central Treasurer 
for the whole Assembly to see that 
everything is properly divided. 


We don’t know what the General 
Council will finally recommend to the 
next General Assembly. But we do 
know that the following ~-principles 
should be kept inviolate in any plan 
calculated to win the support of the 
Church at large: 


1. Money given undesignated at any 
level may be subjected to equalization 
or multiple disbursement. In other 
words, if a church sends a Central 
Treasurer a check for $100 with no 
strings attached, the Central Treasurer 
should have the right to disburse it 
in any way which will properly dis- 
charge his responsibilities with respect 
to the budget. 


2. Money that is designated (ear- 
marked for a particular cause) must 


go to the cause designated. It is. dis. 

honest to take a gift clearly designg. § 
ted for Ministerial Relief and diver | 
any part of it to any other cause. 


3. The handling of undesignated | 
funds should not circumvent, subvert 
or cancel out the effect of designated ' 
giving. In other words, should a spe. 
cial gift for Church Extension be re. 
ceived by a Treasurer, it should haye | 
the effect of a special gift. There | 
should be no adjustment of the bud. 
get or re-apportionment of undesignat. 
ed funds that will have the effect of 
cancelling out any part of that spe. 
cial gift. 


Perhaps the application of the pre. 
budget canvass idea to the budgets of | 
boards and agencies would suggest 4 
solution to the problem. 





To What Purpose ... 
World Wide Communion 


World Wide Communion Sunday js 
past and hindsight is always better 
than foresight. But we hope that 
those responsible for putting forth ma- 
terial for use on such significant dates 
in the Church will find something bet- 
ter next year than they suggested 
this year. 


The material was all from the Ti- 
dings Co., (Methodist), of Nashville, 
Tenn. Can you imagine a complete 
set of literature, tracts, pamphlets, 
even a “personal spiritual examina- 
tion folder,” for use on Communion 
Sunday in which there was not a word 
about the Cross or the Death of Christ? 
That’s the way it was. 


The theme, implicit throughout the 
material was Togetherness about the 
Table the world around . with 
prayers for the New Delhi Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches. 
The spiritual emphasis was on the 
(true!) need of consecration unto a 
deeper loyalty to Christ. 





Who Owns 
The Property? 


Several months ago Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake (Journal of April 26, 
1961), declared in a sermon that it 
was a “flat lie” that “your local church 
is not owned by the congregation.” 
This declaration was made in the first 
instance for the benefit of the congre- 
gation at Santa Barbara, California, 
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to whom word had come that congre- 
gations in the UPUSA church do not 
own their own properties. 


At the same time the UPUSA 
church has filed suit against the First 
2eformed Presbyterian Church of In- 
dianapolis, Ind., for its property. 


In 1958, before the merger of the 
USA and the UP churches, the congre- 
gation of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Indianapolis voted unan- 
jmously not to enter the proposed mer- 
ger. 


That same month the congregation 
asked for and received from the now 
defunct United Presbyterian Church 
a quit claim deed to its property. It 
later applied to and was received by 
the Reformed Presbyterian Church, 
General Synod. 


On June 28, 1960, the now merged 
UPUSA church filed suit to recover 
the property. The complaint alleges 
that the former UP congregation had 
never really owned the property, but 
that “its beneficial use and enjoyment 
was granted unto the defendant.” 


Now aside from the fact that, even 
if this allegation were true, the quit 
claim deed put the property into the 
hands of the congregation, there is 
another fact: if a congregation oc- 
cupies its buildings only by a grant 
of beneficial use and enjoyment, then 
it is not a “flat lie” to say that the 
congregation does not own its prop- 
erty. Otherwise, why the suit at law? 


The court dockets in Indiana have 
been crowded. It is possible that the 
suit will be called up this winter. 





‘Misunderstanding’ 


Ministers who become shackled to 
the counseling desk and to the multi- 
plied church drives for this and that 
have a misunderstanding of their call- 
ing. Altogether too many ministers 
are becoming prisoners of their flocks 
instead of the leaders they ought to 
be. Evangelism — soul winning — is 
suffering correspondingly and the 
Church is withering because of this 
introspective problem. — Ear E. 
CLEVELAND. 





Simply to break down prejudices and 
traditional beliefs among students, but 
to supply no certitudes by way of res- 
toration, is a very risky venture in a 


college—RUSSELL Kirk, in National 
Review. 


A Layman And His Church 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


HAVE WE WAITED TOO LONGP 


A prominent editor, now also a syndi- 
cated columnist, recently referred to 
those who advocate severing diplo- 
matic relations with Russia as “fools”. 


It happens that this individual is a 
personal friend of the writer but we 
think that, in this particular matter, 
he is dead wrong. If in standing up 
for what we believe to be America’s 
only hope of survival we must be called 
a fool—then go ahead! 


On October 9th, 1948, 
Churchill said in a speech: 


Winston 


“The question is asked: What will 
happen when they get the atomic bomb 
themselves and have accumulated a 
large store? You can judge yourselves 
what will happen then by what is hap- 
pening now. If these things are done 
in the green wood, what will be done 
in the dry? 


“If they can continue month after 
month disturbing and tormenting the 
world, trusting to our Christian and 
altruistic inhibitions against using this 
strange new power against them, what 
will they do when they themselves have 
large quantities of atomic bombs? 


“No one in his senses can believe 
that we have a limitless period of time 
before us. We ought to bring matters 
to a head and make a final settlement. 
We ought not to go jogging along 
improvident, incompetent, waiting for 
something to turn up, by which I mean 
waiting for something bad for us to 
turn up.” 


On Sept. 12th, 1961, the following 
appeared in an UPI news bulletin: 


“Russia today set off a nuclear blast 
in the Arctic equal to several million 
tons of TNT.” There have now been 
over 15 explosions in the series. 


‘For more than a decade America 
has conducted her international rela- 
tionships as though walking in a maze. 
We have substituted wishful thinking 
for reality; apparently thinking that 
words can cope with the hard reality 
of an implacable foe which seeks to 
conquer and which knows neither 
righteousness nor compassion. 


A review of the history of our re- 
lations with Russia reveals one com- 
promise after another. Only on those 
rare instances when we stood with a 
firmness which was unmistakable in its 
implications have the Russians faltered. 
In recent months our own and the 
world situations have been determined 
on Russia’s acting and our belated 
reacting. 


Even as this is being written we are 
seeking “negotiations” with Russia over 
Berlin—as logical as for a city admin- 
istration to seek negotiations with the 
thugs and hoodlums in its midst. 


The point is raised: “Should we 
break off diplomatic relations with 
Russia would we not be losing all 
contact for a hopeful settlement of the 
world problems?” 


What we refuse to see is that there 
is no hope for any settlement with 
Russia on other than her terms and to 
delude ourselves into thinking we can 
do business with Russia on a basis of 
mutual respect and rightful exchange 
is but to hasten the day when we either 
fight or surrender. 


Breaking off of diplomatic relations 
with Russia offers us the advantage of 
crystallizing world opinion on our side, 
As of now the so-called neutral or un- 
committed nations are increasingly 
turning to Russia because of the ob- 
vious untrustworthiness of our own 
government. No longer placing right 
and principle above expediency we are 
becoming the objects of scorn and mis- 
trust by those nations which once 
looked to us for leadership. 


This bold action on our part would 
galvanize anti-Communists the world 
over, giving heart to freedom loving 
people including those behind the iron 
curtain. Furthermore, for the first 
time in nearly twenty years it would 
place Russia on the defensive and no 
one knows what great good this might 
do. 


For the timid who fear war as a 
consequence let it be said: Already we 
are staring at but two alternatives. 


(Cont. on p. 21, col. 1) 
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THE BELK BROTHERS CoO. 
Since 1886 


Since the opening of our first Belk-Simpson store, 
our endeavor has been to be more than just 
another merchant. We have set forth a united 
consecrated effort, dedicated to the task of securing 
superior quality merchandise, giving our customers 
a better value than any other merchant. In follow- 
ing Mr. William Henry Belk’s philosophy of mer- 
chandising, we continue to offer honest dealing 
with friendly service. 


In doing this we seek— 


TO GIVE prompt courteous service, treating our 
customers as you would a guest in your home. 


TO GIVE the best selection of merchandise from 
top quality fashions to basement bargains. 


TO GIVE satisfaction guaranteed with every 


purchase. 


TO GIVE credit terms arranged to meet your 
budget in stores doing credit. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 
since 1923 


BELK-SIMPSON stores are ready to serve you in 
the finest Southern tradition of quality, courtesy 


and honest dealings. 





for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 








ae 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


| ete Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 
J. A. Ellison, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
7 s. C. 
. Smith, Resident Mer. 
‘wai Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 
R. P. Crumpler, Resident Mer. 
Belk’s “eee Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 
B. L. Plyler, Resident Mgr. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, 8. C. 
“s Hagins, Resident Mer. 
's Department Store 
Clinton, 8s. C. 

. B. Smith, Resident Mer. 
metic Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Resident Mer. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Resident Mer. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

a. "4 Cc. 

. S. Hagins, Resident Mer. 

Selisdiaaton Co. 

Kershaw, 8S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Resident Mer. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 

Clinton, S. C. 

W. L. Hubbard, Mer. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Beaufort, S. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Fountain Inn, 8S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Resident Mgr. 


ear a Co. 


, 8. C. 
y ~~ Resident Mgr. 


Dacca an Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 
Te i Martin, Resident Mgr. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 


Whitmire, 8. C. 
R. Grier Robinson, Resident Mer. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
————- 8. C. 
. Gettys, Resident Mer. 
NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 
R. E. McCormick, Resident Mgr. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 
J. E. Smith, Resident Mer. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Resident Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Resident Mgr. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Resident Mgr. 


Ky. 

Willoughby Smith, Resident Mgr. 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, N. C. 

E. C. Huggins, Resident Mgr. 
GEORGIA 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Bainbridge, Ga. 

M. D. Ashley, Resident Mgr. 
ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
a Ark. 
- H. Wade, Resident Mgr. 


OHIO 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


A hio 
Joe Kelly, Resident Mgr. 


MISSOURI 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Cc , Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Resident Mgr. 
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By REV. WICK BROOMALL, A.M., Th.M. 


]. LESSON INTRODUCTION. 


The Bible material included in today’s lesson includes some of the 
most profound statements of New Testament theology. These pass- 
ages, however, also contain remarks concerning Christian living of 
the practical sort found in the Book of Proverbs. The theology of 
the Bible always has a practical application to the ordinary rela- 
tionships of life. Our treatment of the lesson material will attempt 
to explain the Christian truths that are the basis of the Christian’s 
attitude toward others in a world that is fundamentally in conflict 
with Christian standards of conduct. God’s Word is the only suf- 
ficient guide for Christian relationships as well as for the relation- 


ships between Christians and the world without. 


Il. “LET THIS MIND BE IN YOU” (Phil. 2:1- 
18). 


This first portion in our lesson includes, (2:5-11), 
one of the deepest theological passages in the Bible. 
We do well to investigate the material here carefully. 


1. Exhortations to unity (2:1-4). These verses con- 
stitute a prelude or introduction; they give us the 
background and basis of the pattern of Christian liv- 
ing, based on the union of Christ and believers. Paul 
here gives the following: 


a. The Christian’s spiritual supply (2:1). The “if” 
found four times here does not indicate doubt; it rather 
assumes the thing to be true (see American Version) . 
The first and third motives are external and divine 
(“exhortation in Christ . . . fellowship of the Spirit”) ; 
the second and fourth motives are internal and human 
(“comfort of love . . . bowels and mercies”) . 


b. Paul’s supplication (2:2-5). Paul entreats the 
Philippians to fulfil his joy toward them by showing 
spiritual unity. Their “likemindedness” is to be shown 
in three ways: (1) “the same love”; (2) “of one ac- 
cord” (or, “being joined in soul”); (3) “of one mind.” 


c. The safeguards of the Spirit (2:3f). Three safe- 
guards are here given: (1) Let nothing be done in a 
spirit of “strife or vainglory”; (2) Have a spirit of 
meekness and account others your betters; (3) Have a 
regard for the welfare of others. 


2. An example of unity (2:5-11). Here we have a 


classic presentation of profound truths concerning 
Jesus Christ. It should be noted however, that these 
truths are the basis of some very practical exhortations. 


_ 4. The unity of Christ’s person. This unity is seen 
in these ways: (1) Christ is the same person before 
(2:6) and after (2:7f) His incarnation; (2) Christ is 
the same person as God (“form of God” — 2:6) and 
as man (“likeness of men” — 2:7); (3) Christ is the 
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Lesson for October 22, 1961 


GROWTH IN CHRISTIAN RELA- 
TIONSHIPS 


Bible Material: Philippians 2:1-18; 
Colossians 3:1 — 4:1 


Devotional Reading: I John 4:13-21 


Memory Selection: Philippians 3:4 





same person when He appeared as “servant” (Greek, 
“slave”) as He was when exalted as “Lord” (2:7, 11). 


b. The unity of God’s plan. This may be seen 
thus: (1) Christ voluntarily submitted to God’s plan 
of redemption — a plan that involved His incarnation 
and humiliation. (2) Christ took our nature in order 
that in that nature He might submit to death for our 
sins. (3) Christ obeyed the plan of God and thus was 
exalted by God. (4) Christ, having become a “servant” 
(see Isa. 53), was exalted to be “Lord” of all creation. 


3. The unity of Christ and believers (2:12-18). 
The Scriptures indicate many parallels between Christ 
and Christians. Using the passage just considered 
(2:5-11), Paul draws a parallel between Christ and be- 
lievers. 


a. Christ obeyed while on earth, away from His 
Father (2:8); so the Philippians have obeyed even in 
the absence of the Apostle Paul (2:12). 


b. Christ worked out the mission entrusted to Him 
by the Father, even while the Father worked in Him 
(John 14:8-11); so believers, who have their life by 
the same Father, must work out their salvation (2:12f). 


c. Christ willingly as a “slave” submitted to the 
cross without complaint; so we as believers must do all 
things “without murmurings and disputings” (2:14). 


d. Christ was the only Begotten of the Father in 
His death and resurrection (2:8f); so believers are to 
be seen as God’s true sons in this “crooked and per- 
verse generation” (2:15). 


e. Christ died on the cross so that sinful men might 
receive life (2:8) ; so we as redeemed men should “hold 
forth the Word of Life” (2:16). 


f. Christ completed His mission in the day of His 
death on the cross (2:8; see John 19:30); so believers, 
looking joyfully toward “the day. of Christ”. (that is, 











the second coming), must run their race without de- 
feat (2:16; see II Tim. 4:7). 


Ill. “SEEK THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE 
ABOVE” (Col. 3:1 —4:1). 


Here is a portion of the inspired Word in which 
doctrine is related to practice. We shall attempt to 
present the main truths under a fourfold description 
of human nature. 


1. The state of innocency — man’s original state. 
One verse here (3:10) undoubtedly refers to man’s 
original condition. The believer “is being renewed 
unto knowledge after the image of him (God) that 
created him (man)” (American Version). The refer- 
ence here is to Gen. 1:26f. God created man in a state 
of uprightness and holiness (see Eph. 4:24). (The 
theory of evolution is utterly incompatible with the 
Bible.) 


2. The state of sin — man’s fallen state. Much is 
said here of our sinful state that came upon us when 
we fell with Adam in the Garden of Eden. Sinfulness 
is the original state of all believers (3:7). Those who 
are still in this state are called “sons of disobedience” 
(3:6; see Eph. 5:6); they are still under God’s wrath 
(3:6; see John 3:36; I Thess. 5:9). This state is de- 
scribed as “the old man” (3:9), which is the same as 
saying that those who are still in this state have never 
been regenerated (John 3:1ff) or made “new creatures” 
(II Cor. 5:17). Those who are in this sinful state 
naturally produce in their lives all the sinful behavior 
that characterizes the old nature (3:5,8; see Gal. 5: 
19ff) . 


3. The state of grace — the redeemed state. Paul 
is speaking to the saints at Colosse — all of whom had 
at one time been in the state of sin. With that state 
as a background Paul describes the many characteris- 
tics of the state of grace: 


a. Their election. These people at Colosse are 
called “the elect of God” (3:12; see Rom. 8:33; I Thess. 
1:4). 


b. Their regeneration. They have put on the “new 
man” (3:10). They are now “dead” (3:3) to the 
things of the world but have “risen with Christ” (3:1) 
to a new life (see Eph. 2:1ff). 


c. Their union with Christ. They are now in “one 
body” (3:15), which is none else than the mystical 
body of Christ, the Church of the redeemed (see Eph. 
2:16; 4:4; Heb. 12:22ff) . 


d. Their sanctification. The whole section with 
which we are dealing is a rich treasury of spiritual 
truths regarding sanctification, a word that means 
“growth in holiness,” or as Christians: 
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(1) Our growth as Christians is progressive (3:] — 
“keep on seeking”; 3:10 — “is being renewed”). (2) 
Our sanctification is definitive, that is, it has a once. 
for-all character (the tenses of the imperatives “mor- 
tify” (3:5), “put off” (3:8), and “put on” (3:12) all 
indicate a decisive action). (3) Our sanctification jis 
both negative (“put off”) and positive (“put on”), 
Both of these are, as just noted, decisive actions. 


(4) Sanctification involves all parts of our person- 
ality. The mind has a definite part (“Set your mind” 
— 3:2, American Version). The will occupies a prom. 
inent place. There are about 20 imperatives in this 
section, showing that there are many commandments 
to which the will of the Christian must submit. The 
emotions have their place (“a heart of compassion”— 
3:12, American Version). (5) Sanctification involves 
all the human relationships of life (3:12 — 4:1). Paul 
gives specific directions for the separate classes that 
make up society: “Wives .. . Husbands . . . Children 
.. . Servants (Slaves) . . . Masters.” 


Regarding these human relationships let us notice: 
(1) They are based on a divine order. It is God 
who has instituted marriage and the relationship in 
marriage (husband-wife; parent-child). (2) They are 
based on reciprocal duties (the husband loves, the 
wife obeys; the master orders, the slave obeys). The 
Bible never reverses this order. The child must obey 
his parents; but the Bible never tells the parent to 
obey the child. 


(3) They are consistent with the equality of all 
believers in Christ. The statement in 3:11] is not 
incompatible with the injunctions in 3:18 — 4:1. To 
be equal in spiritual things in Christ does not erase 
God-ordained relationships (husband-wife, _ parent- 
child, master-slave) in the life we live in this present 
world. This is a truth that needs to be emphasized 
afresh in our world, for there are groups who believe 
that all human relationships must be set up on the 
basis of physical equality (see I Cor. 7:20ff). (4) 
They are relationships that find their stabilization 
and authority in the eternal world. The master, for 
example, must remember that he has a Master in 
heaven (4:13); therefore, all his conduct toward his 
servant must be justified in the light of eternity. 


4. The Christian’s destiny — the eternal state. 
There are three things that may be mentioned here. 


a. The second coming of Christ. The believer will 
be glorified with Christ when Christ returns in glory 
(3:3; see II Thess. 1:10; I John 3:2f). 


b. The reward for faithful service. The Lord will 
reward all service done for His glory in this world (3: 
23f; see Matt. 24:45-47; Luke 14:12-14). 


c. The judgment of wrong-doing. God will judge 
impartially in the final day (3:25; cf. I Cor. 3:12-15). 
It should be noted that God’s wrath will come upon 
all disobedient ones — those who live without Christ 
(3:6f; I] Thess. 1:8f). 





All true religion consists in obedience to the will of 
the Sovereign of the world, in a confidence in His declara- 
tions, and in imitation of His perfections.— BURKE 
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By REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Scripture—Hebrews 11:32—12:2 
Suggested Hymns— 

“Faith of Our Fathers” 

“Il Would Be True” 

“Lead on, O King Eternal” 


(This program is the first of a series of three deal- 
ing with the Protestant Reformation. Next week the 
program will be on “Two Protestant Reformers — 
John Calvin and John Knox,” and the following week 
on “Two Protestant Pioneers — Francis Makemie 
and Theodore Frelinghuysen.”) 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: The 
Protestant Reformation actually took place in the Six- 
teenth century, but the ground was being broken for 
it as early as the Fourteenth century. The pattern of 
beliefs and practices which had prevailed throughout 
the Middle ages was beginning to break up. There 
was widespread discontent among the common people 
all over Europe, and, here and there, isolated indi- 
viduals with new ideas were beginning to speak out 
with boldness. In this program we are to look at two 
of these individuals who lived before the Reforma- 
tion — whom the Lord used to prepare the way for 
the reformation of His Church. They are John Wy- 
cliff of England, and John Hus of Bohemia (now 
Czechoslovakia) . 


FIRST SPEAKER: John Wycliff was born in 1328 
at Hipswell in Yorkshire, England. (About 175 years 
before Luther). He was educated at Oxford Univer- 
sity where he proved himself to be a brilliant scholar. 
For a short time he was a “master” in the university. 
It was while he was studying the writings of Augustine 
during his university days that ideas began to develop 
in his mind which later led to his reforming views 
and teachings. 


Wycliff was appointed rector of the parish at Lutter- 
worth in 1374. Two years later he delivered lectures 
at Oxford University on “Civil Lordship.” It was 
here that he first attracted widespread attention as one 
who departed radically from the orthodox teachings 
of the papal Church. It was his view that God is the 
Supreme Lord and that all human lordships are simply 
trusts or stewardships from God. It was the idea that 
God gives the use of authority to men but not the 
ownership of it. The purpose of a lordship is not to 
he a master of, men but a servant of men. This teach- 
ing hit hard at the papal Church which was at this 
time extracting three times as much wealth from Eng- 
land as was the English civil government. Needless 


Sram 


FOR OCTOBER 22, 1961: TWO PROTESTANT FORERUNNERS — 
JOHN WYCLIFF AND JOHN HUS 
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to say, Wycliff’s teaching on this subject was popular 
with both the rulers and the people of England. 


Another Wycliff teaching which ran counter to that 
of the Church had to do with the nature of the Church 
itself. He taught that the Church was the body of 
Christ made up of the elect (those predestined to 
eternal life) past, present, and future. The Pope 
was not to be thought of as the head of the Church. 
That office belonged to Christ alone. As a matter 
of fact, Wycliff indicated that the worldliness of the 
Popes suggested that they were not even of the elect, 
and were anti-Christ. 


Still another Protestant principal in the teaching of 
Wycliff was his belief in the supreme authority of the 
Scriptures. The practical outgrowth of this belief 
was the translation of the Latin version of the Bible 
(Vulgate) into the English language. It is generally 
thought that the translation of the New Testament 
was done by Wycliff himself. Wycliff also trained lay 
teachers, sometimes called Lollards or “poor priests” 
and sent them out two by two into the countryside 
to teach the Bible. These two developments were a 
great boon to solidifying the English people and their 
language as well as to the increase of their knowledge 
and spirituality. 


The most controversial of Wycliff’s teachings was 
his denial of the Catholic doctrine of transubstantia- 
tion. Transubstantiation is the belief that during the 
mass bread and wine are magically transformed into 
the actual flesh and blood of Christ even though they 
still look and taste like bread and wine. Wycliff 
argued that if the substance of these elements were 
changed, the taste and appearance would be changed 
too. This view was less popular with the English 
than his other teachings, but there were still many who 
agreed with him. 


It is to be expected that Wycliff’s teachings aroused 
much concern and opposition within the papal Church. 
Efforts were made to bring him to trial or at least 
to silence him, but his popularity was so great that 
none of the efforts materialized. Also, his reputation 
as a scholar was such that no one dared to debate with 
him publicly. Thus, even though Wycliff was feared 
and hated by popes and bishops, he was permitted to 
live out his life in Lutterworth where he died in peace 
on the last day of 1384. 


SECOND SPEAKER: The marriage of Princess 
Anna of Bohemia to Richard I] of England in 1383 
was a significant event in the spread of Wycliff’s ideas 


(Cont. on p. 18, col. 1)... 















In order to get the full impact of this lesson it is 
necessary to go back to verse 8 in this first chapter 
of James (from last month’s lesson) and read it with 
verse 19 as one thought: “Of His own will begat He 
us with the Word of truth that we should be a kind 
of firstfruits of His creatures. Wherefore, my beloved 
brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, 
slow to wrath: for the wrath of man worketh not the 
righteousness of God.” The “wherefore” connects the 
blessings received by the Christian with the life ex- 
pected of the Christian. It is because verse 18 is true 
that verse 19 has any chance of being carried out. 


This thought underscores something we said in the 
last lesson: the book of James was written to Christians. 
It presupposes Christian experience. It has things to 
say which are true only of those who have met the 
Lord Jesus Christ face to face. Thus: it is because 
we are believers, trusting in Christ Jesus, that we can 
be expected to deny certain natural tendencies such as 
being slow to listen, swift to speak and swift to take 
offense. 


Keep in mind that James is speaking to the Christian’s 
problem: how born again people can live in this world 
in such a way as to do the will of God and grow in 
spiritual things. 


In the section before us, James is saying: “You have 
been born again in order (“wherefore”) to pro- 
duce certain fruit. Because this fruit is the aim of 
Christian living, you should be very careful to restrain 
certain hurtful human tendencies” (of which he goes 
on to name three: 1) slow to listen, 2) swift to speak, 
and 3) swift to take offense) . 


The natural, human inclination, in almost any cir- 
cumstance is to react quickly: to decide without taking 
advice, to speak without listening and to fly off the 
handle when things don’t suit us exactly. 


Now for every circumstance there is a Word from 
God if we can get it. But in order to get God’s Word 
we must take time. It takes time to read the Bible. 
It takes time to perform the exercises that lead to an 
understanding of God’s will. And it will require that 
we control ourselves, for the natural man’s first impulse 
will inevitably be from the flesh and not from the 
spirit. 


For instance: when someone does something that 
displeases me, my immediate reaction is to do something 
displeasing to him. Should I yield to this natural 
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SUPPLEMENTARY CIRCLE BIBLE Srupy 
By Manrorp Gro. GutzkeE, D.D.. Ph.D. 


RELIGION THAT IS GENUINE—November: “A Mirror Is Revealing” 


James 1:19.27 


impulse, I would be “swift to wrath.” But as a Chris. 
tian, T am to be “slow to wrath.” By turning to the 
Holy Spirit for help I will hold back and wait to see 
what God would say to me in that situation. And 
being open to Him, I will receive from him guidance 
which will “work the righteousness of God.” This 
“righteousness” (which is to say, the “will of God”) 
is not advanced by my impulsive reaction to circum. 
stances, wherein I do that which first occurs to me. 
For the first impulse is inevitably not from the Lord. 


Put it this way: The natural tendencies which govern 
my conduct do not promote the work of the grace of 
God in my heart. But if I subdue these tendencies by 
being quick to read the Bible, quick to pray, quick to 
listen to the Holy Spirit and correspondingly slow 
to take any action on my own—if I will allow the Holy 
Spirit time to bring the will of God to my attention— 
the effect will be to produce in me conduct that will 
be well pleasing in His sight. 


LAY APART... RECEIVE 


In verse 21 James continues the theme. By “lay 
apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness” 
James means to “put off sinful, selfish and proud re- 
actions to the circumstances of life.” In another place 
the Apostle Paul puts it this way: “mortify the deeds 
of the body” (Rom. 8:13). 


Then: “receive with meekness the engrafted Word 
which is able to save your souls.” The word “engrafted” 
suggests the life which has been “planted” or “grafted” 
in the believer by God’s work of Grace. James 1s 
saying: “If you are already a believer in God and 
have committed yourself to the Lord Jesus, then the 
Word of God has already taken root in you. Now, 
because it is rooted in you already, just give it time... 
receive it with an attitude of meekness.” 


That word “meekness” is worth studying. Does 
“receive with meekness” mean that we should be meek 
toward God? Not at all. It is not necessary to be meek 
toward God for God is not abusing us. The word 
“meek” refers to the way you receive a wrong. The 
only time a person can be meek is when he is being 
unjustly dealt with. And meekness refers to the Christ- 
ian’s attitude in the face of unjust treatment. 


It is so often injustice that makes us “fly off the 
handle” in the manner James is referring to when he 
suggests that it is easy to be “swift to wrath.” But the 
Christian will check the natural disposition and with 
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meekness (toward the source of the injustice) he will 
leave his heart open to the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
And the will of God which will come to us in that 
situation will actually save our souls. 


Now that word “save” does not refer to the final 
destiny of the soul in heaven or in hell. The word 
“salvation” has a present application as well as a future 
application. It is a word which contains the thought of 
“salving” as well as “saving.” Put an “I” in your think- 
ing about that word “save” every once in a while. The 
grace of God salves us even as it saves us. And that is 
what James is talking about here. If we follow his in- 
struction and wait for God to speak instead of react- 
ing on impulse to the situations about us, then He will 
cause His grace to rule in our hearts and we will actu- 
ally be saved from the dangers that are inherent in 
the situations to which we are reacting. 


DOERS OF THE WORD 


Verse 22, “But be ye doers of the Word and not 
hearers only,” is probably the basic verse of the whole 
Book of James. It tells us that we must each take those 
steps which will activate within us the will of God. 
James is saying: “What you know the will of God to 
be: do that!” When you decide that it is the will of 
God for you to yield, then yield! And when you know 
that it is the will of God for you to wait, then wait! In 
other words, when you act according to the will of God 
for you in every situation, then spiritually helpful re- 
sults will follow. 


The blessing follows upon our obedient response to 
the guidance which is set forth in the promises of God. 


In this connection it is helpful to remember that 
we often refer to the Holy Spirit as our “guide.” Has 
it occurred to you that the Holy Spirit cannot guide 
you if you won’t move? It is possible to read the Bible 
and learn a great deal about Christian experience; and 
about the will of God for your life. But until you act 
according to what you know, the Holy Spirit cannot 
help you. This is the principle enunciated in these 
verses. James continues with an illustration: 


He says that the person who hears and learns but 
never acts is “like unto a man beholding his face in a 
glass,” who goes his way and forgets what he saw. What 
does this mean? Here is a life situation of some kind. 
The situation reveals itself to you as being of a par- 
ticular pattern. As you look at it, certain demands up- 
on you become apparent. It is a situation that you do 
not especially like, but one that you must face. You 
wait upon God, you listen, you refrain from hasty 
action. And in your waiting upon. Him God shows you 
His will for your life in that situation. Now James 
says, “If you don’t act according to God’s will revealed 


to you, the vision will go away and you will forget what 
it was.” 

When we don’t act in line with what we know God 
wants of us we tend to forget the “picture.” Our sin- 
ful tendencies fade away in our memories, the light 
shining upon us from the Word of God fades and we 
forget that we have been saved from sin in order to 
live unto righteousness. Sometimes, under other circum- 
stances, we speak of a “hardening of the heart.” That is 
the sort of thing James has in mind here. When we 
have a spiritual experience and in that experience we 
“see” the situation clearly and realize what we must 
do, it is extremely important that we go ahead and do 
it. For if we don’t we will soon forget the things that 
we “saw.” 

(Verse 25) “But whoso looketh into the perfect law 
of liberty and continueth therein. . .” Here is a positive 
statement of the same thing; the Christian who looks 
to see what the will of the Lord is and then follows 
through in it as it is revealed to him, will be blessed 
in the outcome of his obedient response. 

That phrase “perfect law of liberty” means the “lib- 
erty” which the Christian has in Christ. It is “what 
happens when you live life out” in Christ. 

The principle appears in the illustration we used 
last time, that of a garden: the gardener who sees the 
weeds and realizes that there is a hoeing job to be done, 
hut turns away without putting himself to the neces- 
sarv task, will soon forget that the garden is full of 
weeds. But the gardener who surveys the situation, re- 
alizes what needs to be done and then applies himself 
to the task of hoeing out the weeds will reap a bount- 
iful crop. 


RELIGION THAT IS GENUINE 


Then (v. 26) comes a sort of “summary” of the 
whole matter. That person who sets himself up as one 
who is doing the will of God, but does not excercise 
control over the flesh (the tongue is a good symbol 
of fleshly behavior, as it not only refers to actual 
speech but to the thoughts and the impulses which 
find their expression in what we say). is a person 
whose professions of “believing” don’t amount to any- 
thing. 


It is time to take a look at that word “religion,” 
which appears in the theme of these studies for the 
whole year. 


The word “religion” which appears here is not a 
usual New Testament word. As a matter of fact, except 
for Acts 26:5, where it refers to Paul’s life as a Jew, 
it appears only in the Book of James. And that suggests 
that the Apostle has something special in mind. 
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James does not mean by “religion” what we often 
mean by the word. “Religion” is not to be confused 
with “Gospel.” When James speaks of “pure religion,” 
he is not speaking of the same thing Paul has in mind 
when he speaks of “the Gospel of Christ which you be- 
lieve.” The Gospel is specific, concrete, Christian. 
“Religion,” on the other hand, is a broad, all-inclusive 
term, which can describe any faith. 


“Religion” is any man’s response to his notion of 
the spirit-world. The Hindu’s religion includes bath- 
ing in the Ghanges river. The Animist’s religion in- 
cludes respect for the life he believes exists in a tree 
or a rock. The word refers more to the practice of one’s 
faith than it does to the content of one’s faith. 


Thus purity of religion applies wherever one prac- 
tices one’s faith as perfectly as he can. The Hindu’s 
religion is pure if he follows the practices of his faith 
as carefully as he can. And the Animist can have a 
“pure” religion in this sense. 


It is in this sense that James speaks of “pure religion” 
for the Christian. Our religion is “pure” when we fol- 
low through all the implications of our faith respecting 
the will of God for our lives. The definition of “reli- 
gion” given here is the only one in all of the Scripture 
and it is a good one. “The response of faith which is 
well-pleasing to God,” says James, “is that one which 
ministers to the needs of others and which keeps one- 
self untarnished by the things of the world.” 


Mind you, James is not saying that the ultimate 
truth of God consists of charity and clean living. He 
does not mean that taking care of the fatherless and 
the widows will make any person a Christian. He is 
talking to those who know the Lord Jesus to begin 
with. And to them he says that the response of the be- 
lievers to the grace of God is one which will include 
these things. 


That is, the outward expression of the believing 
heart which encompases the will of God is kindness 
and helpfulness and purity. These things when done 
for Christ’s sake, by a heart given over to the Lord 
Jesus Christ for salvation, constitute pure “religion.” 


By “world,” of course, James means the same thing 
as John, who said that the things of the world are “the 
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of 
life” (1 John 2:16). The person who keeps himself 
unspotted from worldly things will be the person who 
is not overcome by those things that appeal to appe- 
tite, human imagination or vanity. 


* * * * *# 


Dr. Gutzke is Professor of English Bible at Columbia 
Seminary, Decatur, Ga. This study is also available on 
tape. Write: The Bible For You, Inc., P. O. Box 4031 
Decatur, Ga. Ask for No. 61-1. (4 lessons on each tape, 
$3.00. Set of three, Nos. 61-1, 61-2, 61-3_______.$9.00) . 





YOUTH PROGRAM—from p. 15 


to the continent of Europe. There was little exchange 
of ideas between Bohemia and England prior to this 
royal marriage, but in its wake Bohemian scholars be- 
gan attending Oxford University. These students 
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brought back Wycliff’s ideas to a land that was al. 
ready dissatisfied with conditions in the Church. 


The individual who was to become the Wycliff of 
Bohemia and the first Protestant martyr was John 
Hus, born of peasant parents in 1371. Hus was an 
able student at the University of Prague where he was 
graduated as Bachelor of Theology in 1394 and Master 
of Arts in 1396. He was ordained to the priesthood in 
1401 and the following year became a teacher in and 
“rector” of the university. This position gave him 
an unusually effective opportunity to proclaim the 
teachings of Wycliff with which he was already fa. 
miliar and which he had adopted as his own in large 
part. 


Hus, quite expectedly, drew on himself the wrath 
of popes and bishops. The breaking point came in 
1412 when he openly and boldly opposed the sale of 
indulgences by the Church. An indulgence is the sup- 
posed ability of the Church to remit, in return for the 
payment of a sum, some of the time a person would 
have to spend in purgatory in punishment for his 
sins. Hus declared that no priest could himself for- 
give sins, and certainly not for the payment of money, 
For this opposition he was excommunicated by the 
Church and went into voluntary exile to keep the 
whole city of Prague from being excommunicated. 
While in exile he produced “On the Church,” his most 
influential writing. 


In 1414 a council was summoned to meet at Con- 
stance. Hus was ordered to come to the council to 
stand trial for his beliefs and teachings. The rulers 
promised him “safe conduct.” He thought it his 
duty to bear witness to his faith but when he reached 
the city, the promise of “safe conduct” was forgotten, 
and he was thrown into prison as the lowest of crim- 
inals. With only the semblance of a trial he was de- 
clared to be a heretic and was called on to deny his 
beliefs and teachings or else be burned at the stake. 
He courageously and steadfastly refused to recant, and 
so the sentence was carried out on July 6, 1415. This 
same council ordered that Wycliff’s long-buried body 
be removed from the grave and be burned as a sign 
of dishonor. 


PROGRAM LEADER: So one of these teachers 
was put to death and the remains of the other were 
dishonored, but the effects of their work lived on. 
The English people had the Wycliff Bible, of which 
150 copies are still in existence today. The followers 
of Hus continued in his teachings, and, as their direct 
spiritual descendants we have with us today the vital 
and influential Moravian Church. 


Closing Prayer 


Programs to Come: November 12 — “E. M. C.” 
program on stewardship; November 19 — “Thanks 
giving”; November 26 — “The Meaning of Neighbor- 
liness” Parable of the Good Samaritan; December 3 — 
“A Pair of Parables” Luke 15:11-32; December 10—Bi- 
ble Sunday Program; December 17—“The First Christ- 
mas Carol”; December 24 — “What Child Is This?”; 
December 31 — “Why Be Good?” 





Human life is a constant want and ought to be a con- 
stant prayer. — Oscoon, MODERN DICTIONARY OF 
THOUGHTS. 
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CERTIFICATION GROUP 
PLANNING *64 DEADLINE 


RICHMOND, Va. — For a short 
time, Christian workers with several 
years of successful experience but 
without formal training may be certi- 
fied as Directors of Christian Educa- 
tion or as Associates in Christian Edu- 
cation on the basis of their experience 
alone, announced James Speed, secre- 
tary of the Presbyterian US Commit- 
tee on Certification of Lay Workers. 
After 1964, however, no one will be 
certified beyond the grade of Assistant 
in Christian Education without a col- 
lege degree. 


“Many people have given many 
years of splendid service in their jobs 
as Christian educational directors who 
have not had the advantage of special- 
ized training,” explained Mr. Speed. 
“The committee wants these people to 
receive full recognition. But they 
must apply soon.” 


Since the certification committee be- 
gan functioning recently, it has been 
estimated that one half of the em- 
ployed Christian education workers in 
the Presbyterian Church, US have 
been certified; 126 have qualified as 
directors, 45 as associates, and 15 as 
assistants. 





TO LEAD DEVELOPMENT 


MONTREAT, N. C. — Tully D. 
Blair of Winston-Salem, N. C., retir- 
ing chairman of the Presbyterian US 
General Council has been named chair- 
man of the Montreat Development 
Committee. Jones Pharr, chairman of 
the board of the Mountain Retreat 
Association, and Dr. C. Grier Davis, 
Montreat president, said that subject 
to election by the General Assembly, 
Mr. Blair will become a vice-chairman 
of the board when the new bylaws 
are adopted by the board at its winter 
meeting. 





RED RIVER MEETS 


WINNFIELD, La.—Red River Pres- 
bytery held its fall meeting in the 
new edifice of the First Church here. 
A benevolence’ budget of $209,218 
was adopted. The Rev. W. R. Gage 
of Winnfield, whose second term as 





THE CHURCH AT HOME 


stated clerk ends in January, was 
named moderator-designate for the 
next stated meeting at Dunlap church, 
Shreveport, Feb. 12. The Rev. Edgar 
L. Storey, Jr., Vidalia, was elected 
the new stated clerk. 





HEADS DRAMA UNIT 


DAVIDSON, N. C. — Heading the 
newly-created drama department at 
Davidson College is John A. Sneden, 
Jr., who holds A.B. and M.A. degrees 
from the University of North Caro- 
lina. In addition to directing dra- 
matics he will also teach English. 





A man may die leaving upwards of 
a million, without taking any of it up- 
wards. — WM. FETLER. 





CENTENNIAL SESSION HELD 
BY ORANGE PRESBYTERY 


BURLINGTON, N. C. — Orange 
Presbytery, in joint meetings with 
the Women of the Church, celebrated 
the denomination’s centennial at First 
Church here. Dr. Benjamin Rice Lacy 
spoke on “Our Presbyterian Heritage,” 
and Dr. William Taliaferro Thompson 
spoke on “Our Presbyterian Mission.” 


The presbytery appointed a com- 
mission to organize a church at the 
Joyce Chapel community. Purchase 
of a site for another Greensboro area 
church was recommended. A challenge 
budget of $627,830 for benevolences 
was adopted. The next stated meet- 
ing is scheduled Jan. 17 at West- 
minster church, with Dr. Allen Mc- 
Sween as moderator-nominee. 
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INTEREST 
BEARING 
BONDS 


SECURE CHRISTIAN 


INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY 


® General Obligation Bonds 

® 6 to 15 years maturity 

®@ Investors are invited to write for all particulars 
@ Denominations of $50.00, $100.00 and $500.00 


KEY BISCAYNE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Rev. Lane G. Adams, Pastor 
69 Harbor Drive 


Miami 49, Florida 








Dr. Harry A. Fifield 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Sept. 24-Oct. 22 





‘You Anz Invited To Tune In: 


The Centennial Series of the Protestant Hour 
for the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 
“THe Basic BELIEFS OF THE REFORMED FaiTH” 
September 24 - November 26 


For Radio Station List and Hours Write 


TRAV 341 Ponce de Leon Ave., NE. 
Atlanta 8, Georgia 


Dr. Arthur Vann Gibson 
Morningside Presbyterian 
Church, Atlanta, Ga. 
Oct. 29-Nov. 26 
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50- Year-Old Christian Institution Now Second Largest 


Fifty years ago this fall the first 
patient was admitted to Pine Rest 
Christian Hospital in Grand Rapids, 
Mich. Today, this institution, which is 
supported by members of Reformed 
churches, is the second largest private- 
ly owned mental hospital in the United 
States. 


During its half century of operation 
this village of healing has ministered 


to over 8,000 patients in the name of 
Christ. 


Currently, Pine Rest has 540 beds 
for mentally and emotionally ill adults 
and mentally-handicapped children. 
There is also a day school for 125 
mentally-handicapped children. Pa- 
tients have come from 21 states and 
Canada. 


Reformed Church periodicals point- 
ed up the need for such an institution 
in various articles as early as 1907, 
The controlling Pine Rest Christian 
Hospital Association, which is made 
up of about 50,000 members of Re. 
formed churches, considers that its 
ministry is a branch of the diaconal 
function of the Church. There is no 
official ecclesiastical connection with 


the denominations, however. 
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There has been a strong Christian 
emphasis in the work since its begin- 
ning. Pine Rest had a full-time pastor 
on its staff before it had a full-time 
doctor. There are now two hospital 
pastors. 


About 25 per cent of the cost of 
operation is provided through colleec- 
tions in supporting churches and other 
gifts. Patients who are members of 
these churches pay about 75 per cent 
of the cost of their care. Non-mem- 
bers are expected to pay the full cost 
of care. 


The hospital is now caring for more 
patients than ever before since new 
treatment methods have made possible 
reduced periods of hospitalization. 
This largest (Reformed) church-re- 
lated institution of mercy is now plan- 
ning a new therapy center in order to 
better treat its present patients as well 
as to extend its ministry to others. 





As soon as we put aside the Word 
of God, we lay ourselves open to the 
solicitation of the many voices that 
speak within our hearts; and we have 
no test, no criterion of truth, no stand- 
ard of appeal. — F. B. MEYER. 





THE MAN, HIS MESSAGE AND HIS METHODS 
as reported by DAVE GARROWAY 


The Billy Graham Story... for the first time, a behind- 
the-scenes account of the spiritual Crusades which 
God is using to stir whole Continents. Whether scenes 
of the great-historic stadium crowds gathered in world 
capitols, or rare intimate glimpses of the men compris- 
ing the Billy Graham Team, you will be richly inspired 
by “what God hath wrought” in answer to prayer for 
Revival In Our Time. 

Be.the first to show “‘Decade of Decision” in your community. 
Premieres of all new Billy Graham films are scheduled exclusively by 
your Billy Graham Film Representative. Other current releases 
are available through your local World Wide Pictures rental library. 


For full.information write 


Hy 
WORLD WIDE PICTURES 


Invest 

in lives 

and your wil 
will live 


Consider Christian Education 


6 Write: Executive Department 
Board of Christian Education 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 


3, Distribution Office: 
1313 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis 3, Minnesota 
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If we have failed, the wisest 
thing is not to set up a committee 
of inquiry, or even to discuss our 
problems among ourselves, but to 
ask the Master, privately. This the 
disciples did. Comparing Matthew’s 
account here (Matthew 17:19-21) 
we find the Lord gave three rea- 
sons for failure: lack of faith — 
unbelief deterred them from using 
the power they had been given; 
lack of prayer—perhaps they were 
so stunned by the announcement of 
the cross that they forgot to pray 
and were thus out of touch with 
God; lack of self-discipline. . 


—The New Bible Commentary 
(Eerdmans) 
On Mark 9:14-29. 














LAYMAN—from p. 11 


A continuing compromise with Russia, 
first at this point and then at another, 
or an eventual ultimatum from Russia 
to surrender or submit to a nuclear 
war. 


Yet our problem is not primarily a 
military one. Rather it is a spiritual 
issue. Russia stands for everything 
godless and secular. The Communist 
regime has never stood for anything 
else, nor has it deviated one whit from 
its ultimate objective — world domi- 
nation. And we have done more to 
further Russia’s objective than any 
nation outside of Russia herself, all 
because we have refused to recognize 
Communism for what it is and what 
it has frankly announced itself to be 
from the very beginning. 


This moral and spiritual blindness 
(and the writer says this to his friend 
who characterizes him as a “fool”) is 
leading us to certain catastrophe and 
the longer we wait to take remedial 
action the more difficult will that 
action become. 


America, WAKE UP! It may be too 
late but such an awakening offers our 
only hope. 





Belief in the resurrection is not an 
appendage to the Christian faith; it 
is the Christian faith, — Joun S. 
WHALE. 





Conservative, downtown Presbyterian 
Church seeking contact with qualified 
Director of Christian Education (lady). 
Write Box N, PRESBYTERIAN 


JOURNAL, Weaverville, N. C. 
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Children’s Lille Studies 
Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
THE CONQUEST OF THE PROMISED LAND 


5. God Honors Moses 


DO YOU KNOW—What God showed Moses before his death? 
LOOK UP IN YOUR BIBLE: Deuteronomy 34:1, 4. 


THING TO REMEMBER: God never stops loving His children. 
Joshua 1:5; Romans 8:35-39. 


* * * * 


MOSES’ SIN IS PUNISHED. Deuteronomy 32:48-52; Joshua 
1:5; I John 1:9. 


sscinl sand pla cial aa could not enter the land of _. ____ __ __ __, 
besause he had trespassed (sinned) against God. Although 
Moses’ sin had to be punished, still God was __ __ __ __ Moses, 
and God forgave Moses. God has promised to be with us 
and to forgive us. He said, “I will not __ __ __ __ thee, nor 
jimuat> saad salal cli ha thee.”’ If we confess our sins, God will 


MOSES DIES AND IS BURIED. Deuteronomy 33:1, 26, 27; 


34:6-8. 
Before his death Moses gathered the people together and 
told them of the greatness and goodness of __ __ __, Who 


had been and still was his refuge. Moses died in the land of 
__._ __ __ __, and was buried by the Lord. 


GOD HONORED MOSES. Luke 9: 28-36. 


(Number the following in the order in which they happened.) 
__—. God said of Jesus, ““This is my beloved Son.” 


Jesus, Peter, John and James went into a mountain. 


—__— Moses and Elias (Elijah) talked with Jesus. 
God honored Moses in a special way by letting him appear 
with Christ when Christ Jesus showed His glory to His disciples. 


of * * * 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? Answer to last week's 
question: Only two angels are mentioned by name in the 
Bible, Gabriel and Michael. Find their names in Luke 1 :5-19, 
26-27; Jude, verse 9. 


(Adapted from “The Conquest of the Promised Land,” Copy- 
right 1959 by The Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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THE MINISTER’S MISSION, by C. 
E. Colton. Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids. 223 pp. $3.50. 


“Ministerial life at its best is no 
child’s play. It demands every quality 
of real manhood. It involves hard- 
ship, heartache, energy, sweat, anxie- 
ty, thought, tribulation, and persecu- 
tion. But in and through all of these, 
we see the blessedness of a life of 
service and devotion, the fruit of 
which only eternity can tell.” 


This is the way Dr. Colton ends his 
book on the minister’s mission. Every 
important phase of the minister’s work 
is touched upon in this volume. Though 
there is little that is new in this book 
it is presented in a readable fashion. 
The bibliography is very good. 


This book would make an excellent 
gift for the young minister just begin- 
ning his charge. It is flavored with 
the Baptist point of view but not to 
the point that it wouldn’t make a con- 
tribution to any minister just out of 
seminary. 


—(Rev.) Robert C. Duhs 
Vicksburg, Miss. 





LIGHT THE DARK STREETS, by 
C. Kilmer Myers. Doubleday and 
Company, Garden City, N. Y. Paper, 
149 pp. 95c. 


The setting of this book is New 
York’s Lower East Side. The char- 
acters are members of teenage gangs; 
and an Episcopal priest, the author, 
who has made a valiant effort to 
reach them with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Fewer parishes could involve 
more difficulties and discouragements. 
Even fewer men seem to have the 
noble spirit of the Rev. Mr. Myers, and 
his willingness to share his faith with 
the juvenile down and outers. 


His story has no beginning and no 
ending. What he has here related is 
a small segment of the big picture. 
It is at the same time thrilling and 


disheartening, uplifting and depres- 
sing. And it will help any reader un- 
derstand the teenage mind and heart 
a little better, and to see his need of 
the love of Christ. 


—/(Rev.) Loren V. Watson 
Appalachia, Va. 





SAY ‘YES’ TO LIFE, by Anna B. 
Mow. Zondervan Publ. Co., Grand 
Rapids. 152 pp. $2.50. 


The author, a former missionary to 
India and ordained minister in the 
Church of the Brethren, has written 
this book to help Christians grow. As 
the title reveals Christian growth in- 
volves a constant turning away from 
the old things of the flesh, and a turn- 
ing to the new things of the Spirit. 


Here is a penetrating insight into 
the growing pains experienced by most 
Christians. Solutions are not given 
in pat answers, but rather in Scrip- 
tural terms at a deeper level than most 
of us go on our own. 


Sometimes there seem to be in- 
nuendoes against orthodox theology, al- 
though the author writes from an or- 
thodox Christian point of view. 


—/(Rev.) Loren V. Watson 
Appalachia, Va. 





CHRISTIAN COURAGE FOR 
EVERYDAY LIVING, by Dr. Andrew 
Kosten. Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids. 128 pp. $3.00. 


If you were to say that the one in- 
gredient this generation needs more 
than all else is the courage of faith, 
the response would be, “Obviously!” 


Perhaps not so obvious, however, is 
the loss of courage which has taken 
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place through subtle compromises, 
conformities, and the slow erosion of 
hope. Dr. Kosten, Fairleigh Dickin. 
son University instructor in social] 
studies and Presbyterian clergyman, 
employs psychology, literature anq 
Biblical insight to penetrate with tel]. 
ing effect into the sham of modern 
living. He then analyses courage from 
every angle, and inspires us to yearn 
for a more creatively venturesome life 
for Christ. 


His theme: “No man need lack the 
dynamic of courage if he really de. 
sires it.” When to begin? “The right 
time for parents to start thinking 
about this (fostering courage) is jn 
the pre-nuptial period, in their own 
period of character formation.” 


This is the kind of book that lay. 
men keep on their night tables and 
read before retiring. Ministers keep 
it nearby to follow Biblical references, 
ponder the marvelous stories from the 
uncommon lives of common folk, and 
to meditate on the many possibilities 
for addressing from new perspectives 
congregations always in need of cour- 
age for God. 


—(Rev.) Robert James St. Clair 
Akron, Ohio 





THE THEOLOGY OF PAUL TIL. 
LICH, ed. by Charles W. Kegley and 
Robert W. Bretall. The Macmillan Co., 
New York. 370 pp. $1.95. 


This is a paperback reprint of a 
1952 publication. It begins with an 
autobiographical chapter, continues 
with fourteen interpretative essays, 
and concludes with a reply by Tillich. 
We may agree with the editors that 
Tillich is a great thinker, to be class- 
ed with Dewey, Whitehead, Russell 
and Santayana, but a wry smile ap- 
pears when the eulogy boasts that Til- 
lich’s “feet are solidly planted upon 
Christian soil, rooted in the Word of 
God.” 


—Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 





THE TIME OF THE LAMB, by 
Leonard Wibberly, illustrated by Fritz 
Kredel. Ives Washburn, Inc., New 
York. 47 pp. $2.50. 


This little Christmas story is worthy 
of any repertoire of Yuletide litera- 
ture. Its English setting in the 
Hampshire downs is new. It takes 
one across wide open spaces where the 
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loneliness of a shepherd’s life weighs 
heavily on the spirit. There, an or- 
phan lad who had been placed with 
elderly Rolfe to learn how to earn 
his living caring for sheep, found the 
enormous sweep of grasslands and iso- 
lated country terrifying. Rolfe, 
known as an excellent shepherd, was 
an unsympathetic companion interest- 
ed in nothing but the welfare of the 
sheep. The lad in his quest for se- 
curity held to the memory of his moth- 
er, long deceased, who had often told 
him that every person has an angel 
to guard him. Rolfe neither believed 
in guardian angels nor in those angels 
who announced the news of Christ’s 
birth to shepherds abiding in Judean 
hills, keeping watch over their flocks 
by night. His lack of faith frustrated 
the boy, and irked the village parson 
who chided Rolfe when he gave his 
reason for not believing the story in 
the Bible. 


Then an unexpected event on Christ- 
mas Day changed the boy’s life, and 
left all who heard about it wondering. 


This quaintly illustrated story may 
seem over-priced. Nevertheless, it is 
appealing, and suitable for Christmas 
programs. A good reader should be 
able to thrill an audience with a sym- 
pathetic presentation of The Time of 
The Lamb. 


—Mrs. Charles J. Knapp 
Moultrie, Ga. 





It requires as much reflection and 
wisdom to know what not to put into 
a sermon as what to. — CECIL. 


THE RFADERS ASK 


Q. How is it that ministers who are 
loyal to America and who hate Rus- 
sian imperialism can be called Com- 
munist sympathizers? 

A. It is quite possible to be a “loyal’’ 
American and a Communist — just as 
Tito is a loyal Yugoslavian (and an 
enemy of Russia) and a Communist. 
Communism is a way of life, not a na- 
tional loyalty. A large number of min- 
isters mistakenly believe that the social 
and economic way of life which is at the 
heart of Communism is at the same 
time Christian. These ministers believe 
that if Communism could be separated 
from its atheistic and imperialistic ten- 
dencies, it could be “Christianized” — 
forgetting that the passion for more 
of this world’s goods is fundamentally 
selfish; and such a passion satisfied at 
the expense of others (take from those 
who have in order to give to those who 
have not) always requires force, hence 
is always imperialistic. 

Look at it this way: Communism 
vests the ownership of all property in 
the State, then distributes to each ac- 
cording to his need. Socialism vests 
the ownership of much property (utili- 
ties, manufacturing, railroads) in the 
State (plus health services and 
schools) then confiscates virtually all 
private property in the form of ex- 
horbitant taxes — in order to distrib- 
ute to each according to his need. 


What’s the difference? 





COMPASSION FOR ISRAEL 





Rev. Jacob Peltz 


“I want to describe our suffering family and ex- 
press our deep gratefulness,” says this courageous 
Jewess. “My husband has suffered a stroke and 
become paralyzed. He is a living corpse. We have 
two wonderful children, but we are now help- 
less immigrants in the land of Israel. In this time 
of great sorrow your gift arrived and brought tears 
to the eyes of my paralyzed husband. My dear 
children were so happy with the wonderful food 
you sent us, and now we know that the Lord has 
not forgotten us.” 


It is such Hebrew Christians, new converts, missionaries, the 
unemployed, the hungry whom we must shepherd and sustain. 
Please send your gifts to help our ministry amongst the poor, the 
young in our Children’s Home, the aged Hebrew Christians and the 
babes in Christ. Let us show compassion for Israel. Further infor- 
mation on request. Address communications to: 


INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE, INC. 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


5630-P North Campbell Ave., Chicago 45, Ill. 


It is quite possible that a far great- 
er number of ministers than those 
charged are Communist sympathizers. 





No man is ever fully accepted un- 
til he has, first of all, been utterly re- 
jected. — UNKNOWN. 


OLD BIBLES REBOUND 
A price, binding and style to meet 

need. Quality workmanship guaran 
Write for illustrated price folder. 
“Internationally known specialists” 
NORRIS BOOKBINDING CO. 
118 No. Stone Ave. Greenwood, Miss. 

















THIS WEEK’S BARGAIN 
BOOK OFFER 


The International 
Standard Bible 
Encyclopedia 
James Orr, General Editor 


Marvin Grove Kyle, 
Revising Editor 


This outstanding complete ref- 
erence dictionary explains every 
word of significance in the Bible 
and Apocrypha and gives detailed 
information on archaeological dis- 
coveries, the language and litera- 
ture of Bible lands, manners, cus- 
toms, family life, occupations and 
the historical and religious environ- 
ments of the Hebrew people. Its 
3500 pages of solid information, 
profusely illustrated, are the work 
of nearly 200 outstanding English 
and American scholars, all spe- 
cialists in their fields. Divergent 
views are explained separately: 
subjects are alphabetically ar- 
ranged; cross references lead to 
related subjects; seven indexes give 
complete guidance; a sixteen-plate 
atlas contains full-colored maps. 

“Tt is without question at all, the 
most comprehensive Bible diction- 
ary in the English language of a 


conservative nature.”—Dr. Wilbur 
M. Smith 


The Set, Five Volumes, $35.00 
Davis Bible Dictionary ($5.95) 
Given as a Bonus with One Set 
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MINISTER 


R. H. Stone, Greensboro, N. C., ex- 
ecutive secretary of Orange Pres- 
bytery, will retire Dec. 31. 

S. E. McFadden, Choudrant, La., 
has been honorably retired by Red 
River Presbytery after 47 years of 
service and will live in Somerville, 
Tenn. 

F. Clark Williams, graduate of Au- 
stin Seminary, has been installed 
as pastor of the Alabama church, 
Choudrant, La. 

Earl S. Mulley, II, Benton, La., to 
graduate work, Princeton Semi- 
nary. 

William P. Wrenn, Jr., Chester, S. 
C., to the Pleasant Grove and 
Griers churches, Leesburg, N. C. 
J. S. Jones, Morehead City, N. C., 
has been retired. 

W. W. Preston, Belle Glade, Fla., 
to Box 301, West Palm Beach, Fla. 
Charles Efird, Thomasville, Ga., to 
the Harrisburg, N. C., church. 
David B. Lehman, Kent, Ohio, to 
Stow, Ohio. 

Glenn H. Fishbeck, Ubly, Michigan, 
to Plymouth, Mich. 

A. E. Andrews, East Memphis, 
Tenn., to the Grace church, Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

Earl B. Brandon, Waco, Texas, to 
the First, Gladewater Bethesda, 
and Lindale churches, Gladewater, 
Texas. 

Edwin O. Byrd, Rockingham, N. C., 
to the New Hope Church, Gastonia, 
N. C. 

Paul Elmore Corbett, Jr., Mem- 
phis, Tenn., to the First Church, 
Jonesboro, Arkansas. 

J. B. Hollenhead, Fountain City, 
Tenn., to the Richlands, Va., 
church. 

Sam M. Junkin, Mt. Pleasant, Tex- 
as, to the First Church, San Mar- 
cos, Texas. 

Oscar W. Mueller, from graduate 
study, to the First, Hempstead 
& Brenham churches, Hempstead, 
Texas. 


Minor E. Powers, Alexander City, 
Ala., to the First Church, York, 
Ala. 

S. P. Riccobene, Perryville, Mo., to 
the First Church, McKinney, Texas. 
Robert Harold Teed, from gradu- 
ate study to the First Church, Sara- 
sota, Fla., as associate pastor. 
Samuel Turner, Jr., received from 
the Baptist church, to the Holly- 
wood Heights church, Shreveport, 
La. 

Marshall Scott Woodson, Laurin- 
burg, N. C., is serving as stated 
supply for the First Church, Bur- 
lington, N. C. 

David T. Moore, Mineral Wells, 
Texas, to Second Church, Ft. 
Smith, Ark. 

Frank C. Preston, Tazewell, Va., 
to Grace Covenant church, Tampa, 
Fla. 

Vernon B. McGehee, Williamson, 
W. Va., to the First Church, St. Al- 
bans, W. Va. 

John R. Elliott, formerly of Erie, 
Pa., (UPUSA), has become min- 
ister of Christian Education in the 
Miami Shores, Fla., church. 

B. Harrison Taylor, of the faculty 
of Lees-McRae College, is taking a 
leave of absence this year to com- 
plete work on his Th.D. degree at 
Union Seminary. 

William H. Duke, recent Union 
Seminary graduate has become 
minister of the Gulf Shores, Ala., 
church. 

Dale M. Jones, Mt. Storm, W. Va., 
to Las Cruces, N. M. 

R. Sidney Pinch, has had his pas- 
toral relationship with the Marlin- 
ton, W. Va., church dissolved in or- 
der to return to school to complete 
work on his B.D. degree. 

J. K. Fleming, pastor of the Cen- 
terville church, Greenville, W. Va., 
will be honorably retired by Green- 
brier Presbytery as of December 
31, 1961. 


ELDERS 


Isaac Mannie Birdsong, a charter 
member and for many years an el- 
der in the Third Church, Peters- 
burg, Va., died September 3. 





LETTERS 


WANTS GOOD BOOKS 


I have been subscribing to the Jour- 


nal long enough now so that I am be- 
ginning to be keenly aware of the ex- 


tent of my ignorance. In your Sept. 13 
issue you recommend The New Bible 
Commentary, by Davidsor, Stibbs and 
Kevan. 


What I wish you to do, if possible, 
is to send me a brief list of additional 
key books which you feel are right to 
the point in developing an idea of 
what the Bible is really about and 
what it is NOT about. I’ve had my 
fill of “creative religion,’ ‘Christj- 
anity of the future,” “Christian to- 
getherness,” “Christian socialism” and 
all other sorts of left wing ideas 
woven into a “Christian” fabric. 


—Darryl W. Johnson, Jr. 
Miami, Fla. 


One of the bad waste products of the 
modern temper in religion is the im- 
pression that Christianity is exceed. 
ingly complicated. It is not, although 
our response to Christ can become 
complex. For all basic purposes of a 
Christian approach to the Bible all 
you need is a good study Bible (we 
happen to prefer the THOMPSON’S 
CHAIN REFERENCE BIBLE), a good 
commentary (we happen to prefer the 
one mentioned in the letter) and a 
good handbook (we happen to prefer 
HALLEY’S BIBLE HANDBOOK).— 
Ed. 





TOO BITTER? 


I took the Journal home to my wife 
so that she could read Dr. Gutzke’s 
material on the Circle Bible Study. 
She also read through your paper. 
After reading it completely, she looked 
at me and said in a questioning way, 
“Why is this paper so bitter?” Let 
me assure you her taste of it came 
from reading it and not from eating it. 


—(Rev.) Joel E. May 
Fort Worth, Tex. 


The lady has a point and we hope she 
will add us to her prayer list. It is 
immensely difficult to comment on the 
state of religion today and try to 
keep up with the trends without being 
affected by bitterness. For example, 
see editorial in this issue, “To What 
Purpose, World Wide Communion?”, 
p. 10—Ed. 





McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search, reprints of 


the original 1879 revised editions of the 
famous McGuffey’s Readers have been com- 
pleted and you can now purchase exact 
copies at the following prices POSTPAID: 
Ist Reader ....$2.50 4th Reader ........$3.50 
2nd Reader _....$2.75 6th Reader .......$3.16 
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